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Two local mayors are asking their 
residents to step up to the plate for 
a friendly competition to increase 
blood donations for the American 
Red Cross.

Martins Ferry Mayor John Da-
vies posted on social media that he 
and St. Clairsville Mayor Kathryn 
Thalman -- both members of the 
East Ohio Regional Hospital board 
— want their cities to help end the 
blood shortage across the country 
during a drive on Aug. 25 at EORH.

“We’ve teamed up with St. 
Clairsville for a little friendly com-
petition. I said we could get more 
Martins Ferry people, and she said 
she could get more St. Clairsville 
people to donate,” he said Monday.

“With blood donations being 
down we just wanted to generate 
some interest in helping the hospi-
tal and Red Cross get more blood 
units.”

According to information from 

the hospital, the public drive is set 
from noon to 6:30 p.m. Aug. 25 at 
EORH. Appointments can be made 
by calling 800-733-2767 or go to 
redcrossblood.org. People can walk 
in, as well.

“Go Riders! It’s a competition,” 
Davies added. “What we’re doing 
with COVID, units across the coun-
try are low -- not just in the Ohio 
Valley but across the country.”

The hospital recently held an em-
ployees-only drive that collected 39 
units of blood. The Red Cross says 
a unit, or about a pint of blood, can 
save up to three lives.

“As the destination community 
hospital for this area, we take serious-
ly our responsibility to the people of 
our community. Our employees here 
at EORH definitely have responded 
to this call,” said Bernie Albertini, 
chief operating officer of EORH.

“We are honored that both May-
or Davies and Mayor Thalman are 
joining our efforts. We challenge all 
area hospitals to join us in working 

to reverse the current blood shortage 
and we appreciate working with the 
American Red Cross to make this 
happen.”

Other upcoming blood drives 
include: 

∫ noon to 5 p.m., July 20, First 
Presbyterian Church, 110 S. Mari-
etta St., St. Clairsville.

∫ noon to 5:30 p.m. July 26, 
Vance Memorial Presbyteri-
an Church, 905 National Road, 
Wheeling.

∫ 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. July 28, 
Oglebay Park. 

∫ noon to 5 p.m. Aug. 5, River 
City Ale Works, Wheeling.

∫ noon to 5:30 p.m. Aug. 
9,  Vance Memorial Presbyteri-
an Church, 905 National Road, 
Wheeling.

∫ 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Aug. 17, 
Wheeling Volkswagen/Subaru, 
3569 National Road, Triadelphia. 

∫ noon to 5 p.m., Aug. 20, Trin-
ity Lutheran Church, 3536 Eoff St., 
Wheeling.

Cities Challenge Each Other To Donate Blood
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St. Clairsville Mayor Kathryn Thalman, left, and Mar-
tins Ferry Mayor John Davies on Monday challenge 
their cities’ residents to donate blood during a drive 
set for Aug. 25 East Ohio Regional Hospital in Martins 
Ferry.

St. C., Ferry Mayors Ask Residents To Respond To Call

YSS Celebrate
Youth Event
Slated Aug. 5

From STAFF REPORTS
The COVID-19 pandemic has forced 

Youth Services System’s Celebrate Youth 
event to be a socially distanced affair for the 
second straight year. But families who do 
come through will be able to stock up on nec-
essary school supplies before kids return to 
the classrooms.

The event will run from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
on Thursday, Aug. 5, at Wheeling Park’s 
White Palace parking lot. Families can drive 
through and collect school supplies while 
enjoying mobile entertainment, including 
balloon twisting, magic tricks and activity 
books.

The supplies include a drawstring back-
pack, crayons, colored pencils, pencil pouch-
es, colored pens, notebooks, glue sticks, 
erasers, index cards and folders. Families 
also will receive a printed QR code that will 
lead to the YSS website where they can ac-
cess information about local resources that 
serve children and families.

“We are looking forward to getting back to 
our in-person Celebrate Youth Festival next 
year,” YSS Development Director Terra 
Crews said. “Until then, we wanted to make 
sure we could help alleviate some stress for 
families and take care of a few items off of 
the school supply lists for students.

“We are incredibly thankful for the ongoing 
support we receive from our community and 
partners so that we can continue to help local 
families,” Crews added.

YSS started the annual Celebrate Youth 
Festival in 2008 as a way to give back to 
the community and provide a free day at the 
park for local families. Before COVID-19, 
the event included a free park wristband, 
school supplies, children’s activities, inflat-
ables, food, a resource fair and musical en-
tertainment. 

Celebrate Youth is sponsored by AEP, 
Encova Foundation, Marshall County Com-
mission and Northwood Health Systems.

To sponsor or for event information, con-
tact Crews at 304-218-2834 or tcrews@
ysswv.com. Agencies and businesses inter-
ested in providing resource information may 
contact Betsy Bethel-McFarland at 304-
213-2894 or bmcfarland@ysswv.com.

School Supplies Available

By ROBERT A. DEFRANK
For The Intelligencer

City leaders and residents are 
turning their attention to South 
Park, which has needed renova-
tion for several years.

Recently, the city hosted an 
informational meeting to hear 
suggestions from the public 
on how to improve the park, 
which is located south of Clark 
Avenue. Safety and Service Di-
rector Jeremy Greenwood said 
about 20 people attended the 
meeting.

“Just like anywhere in the 
city there’s stuff that might 
have been neglected at points 
and times,” he said. “We’re 
looking at what we can do. … 
We went over all the design 
ideas, things people would like 
to see in the park. There was 

some back and forth, then peo-
ple came up and  voted on the 
most items they would like to 
see there.”

Greenwood said area archi-
tect Gabe Hayes is volunteer-
ing his time and will produce 
potential designs. The city 
will look at costs and available 
grants.

The city will have some en-
thusiastic local assistance from 
the South Park Community 
Project Group, which intends 
to pursue projects and improve-
ments in the park in conjunc-
tion with the city’s plans. They 
also made their voices heard at 
the informational meeting.

Bill Brooks and others helped 
to build the park more than 30 
years ago, pulling stumps and 
otherwise preparing the ground 

for a park. Brooks, whose prop-
erty adjoins the park, said many 
in the area still make use of it.

Brooks pointed out several ar-
eas for improvement, such as the 
need for a sign at the entrance.

However, the first improve-
ment will be the basketball 
courts. Greenwood said this 
was the project that received 
the most votes.

New backboards are needed 
and the court is muddy after 
rainfall due to a nearby slope. 
Several trees also need to be 
taken out, and portable toilets 
installed. Greenwood said there 
is also a nature walk nearby 
that could be incorporated into 
Central Park.

The South Park group would 
also like to move a fence to 
make room for a toddler park.

“We want not only to put 
some playground equipment 
here, we want to have activities 
for the kids all summer long,” 
Brooks said. “We’re gearing 
everything from toddlers to 13 
or 14 year olds.”

Other improvements are in 
the works.

“We have two picnic tables 
being built, and a bench being 
built,” Brooks said. “We’re go-
ing to put the names of some of 
our prominent citizens on the 
bench.”

Brooks said enthusiasm is 
high.

“We’ve got people from all 
over this city being a part of 
this,” he said, adding that the 
park is city property and the 
group will be conscientious 
about working with St. Clairs-

ville and securing the city’s ap-
proval for upgrades.

The group also prioritizes 
work involving children and 
youth. They have been in con-
tact with churches, 4-H clubs 
and the Boy Scouts for im-
proving the park. Brooks said 
the group intends to cultivate a 
sense of involvement and own-
ership in the youth.

“One of the main things that 
we’re concerned about is main-
tenance,” Greenwood said. 
“We’re not a huge city, but we 
do have a lot of area and facil-
ities that we maintain, and we 
don’t have a lot of workers.”

Anyone wishing to donate or 
work with the South Park Com-
munity Project may contact 
Brooks at 740-312-9363 or on 
Facebook.

Residents’ Opinions Sought On St. Clairsville Park Improvements

TRYING TO HOG ALL THE ATTENTION

ABOVE: There are 
plenty of activities for 

the entire family to enjoy 
this week at the Mar-

shall County Fair,which 
kicked off Sunday and 

continues through 
Saturday. Pictured is 

market hog peering  
through its cage inside 
one of the fairgrounds’ 
barns. RIGHT: Sisters 
Avery Young, left, and 

Madison Young of 
Belmont prepare their 
calves Monday for the 

open class of beef judg-
ing set for today.

Photos by Scott McCloskey  
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