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By SCOTT McCLOSKEY
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Grow Ohio Val-
ley’s organizers are hopeful the 
proposed Wheeling Food Hub will 
provide local farmers or small restau-
rateurs the necessary shared com-
mercial kitchen space and tools they 
need to take their harvest or a special 
recipe dish and get it on grocery store 
shelves.

More than two dozen people turned 
out for the first Wheeling Food Hub 
stakeholder meeting, hosted by Grow 
Ohio Valley at the Public Market in 
downtown Wheeling on Monday eve-
ning. Plans are being made to house 
the proposed hub in the currently va-
cant building at 134 17th Street that 
once housed Wheeling Cycle and Ma-
rine.

Grow Ohio Valley Director Dan-
ny Swan said the idea of the Wheel-
ing Food Hub is to provide a shared 
commercial kitchen facility to support 
growing farmers, chefs, bakers and 
restaurateurs in the valley. 

He said they are currently in the fea-
sibility and business planning phase 
of the food hub and currently working 

on building renovations.
    “We have a lot of great chefs, a 

lot of great farmers, so we know tak-
ing the next step in your business is 
often cost-prohibitive and very diffi-
cult,” Swan explained. 

Money can be an issue when at-
tempting to invest in a facility that his 
USDA and FDA approved, he said. 

There are also regulatory hurdles 
and requirements, as well as business 
planning and labeling. That could add 
up to hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars.

“So what we’re envisioning is a 
facility that can help with all those 
things,” Swan said.  

Swan said they’re planning for the 
facility to have the actual physical in-
frastructure where people can come in 
and use a shared commercial kitchen 
space to produce their products that 
will also include wraparound services, 
like branding and business planning. 
He said the Public Market in down-
town Wheeling has been essential in 
driving “their understanding” of the 
need for a facility like a food hub. 

“It’s really hard to keep products 
on the shelf from these tiny local 

vendors, who are mostly producing 
things in their home kitchen,” Swan 
explained. 

He said the food hub could also as-
sist   local vendors at the Public Mar-
ket with moving more product if they 
so desired. 

Vincent DeGeorge, project manag-
er for The Wheeling Food Hub said, 
“The goal of the Wheeling Food Hub 
is to provide everything needed to 
take a farmer’s harvest or a restau-
rant’s dish and get it on grocery store 
shelves as a shelf stable product.” 

In addition to having the space 
donated by the owner of the former 
Wheeling Cycle and Marine build-
ing, Swan said the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission is funding the 
feasibility study for the project. 

Swan said Grow Ohio Valley has 
also received funding for the proj-
ect from The Mills Group, the Hess 
Family Foundation, and the United 
States Department of Agriculture. 

They are also receiving assistance 
from the West Virginia Brownfields 
Development Center and the West 
Virginia Small Business Develop-
ment Center.  

By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

MOUNDSVILLE -- Central Elemen-
tary School’s inner workings have done 
their jobs for more than 40 years, but the 
time has come for a replacement below 
decks.

Last school year, one of the pipes ser-
vicing the two steam-powered boilers 
sprung a leak, making the replacement 
of the boiler system a priority. Facilities 
Director Mike Price said that, prior to the 
breakage, replacement of the boilers was 
going to be tackled in the next round of 
upgrades funded through the levy.

Money for this project was provid-
ed to the county through the Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency Relief 
Fund, as part of the CARES Act. Super-
intendent Shelby Haines said the county 
received $10 million in funding.

While the overall replacement project is 
currently in the beginning of the planning 
stage and not much is set in stone, Price 
said the idea is to replace the steam boilers 
with a more efficient, air-powered unit.

“There’s a lot of infrastructure that goes 
with it,” Price said. “We’re removing all 
the old system -- a lot of piping, old radi-
ators, two really large boilers down in our 
basement. We’re going to replace it with 
an air-driven, air-cooled, more efficient 
system.

“... We got several million dollars to 
spend on these kind of projects, which 
we would normally not look at, but this 
turned into a problem all of a sudden, so 
that’s great now,” he added. “We have the 
opportunity to utilize those funds toward 
something that wasn’t on our radar.”

As the project is only just beginning and 
with the lag times that come with purchas-
ing things with federal funding, Price said 
he estimates the work replacing the boiler 
system will start in the spring. In the mean-
time, however, students and staff won’t be 
working in the cold, as one boiler will take 
over what was previously a task which al-
ternated between both, bearing the burden 
of its last season. Price estimated that the 
system was installed in 1978.

“We have a plan in place, we’ve correct-
ed some of the issues already as far as the 
deterioration of old steam piping,” Price 
said. “We’ve lost a boiler; we have two 
boilers, so basically … the system was de-
signed to alternate. Now, we’re just going 
to be able to run off one boiler, which is 
doable.”

Elsewhere in the county, Price hopes to 
use the ESSERF money to install natural 
gas-powered generators at Cameron Ele-
mentary, Cameron High School, and John 
Marshall High School, which currently 
suffer from periodic blackouts from a va-
riety of reasons -- most recently, he said, 
squirrels chewing through equipment, 
causing thousands in damages.

Price said the Cameron schools saw 15 
power outages over the last year alone, 
which while countywide, storms and 
snowstorms cause widespread problems 
on their own. Price said that an optimistic 
estimate for the generators would see them 
installed by the end of this school year.

From STAFF 
REPORTS

The venue for the Good 
Samaritan Tribute Dinner 
has changed, but there are 
several ways that people 
can celebrate former Ohio 
County Sheriff Tom Bur-
goyne’s honor on Thursday.

The 14th annual dinner 
has moved from Wheeling 
Park’s White Palace ball-
room to the Wheeling Park 
ice rink. 

The move was decid-
ed upon Tuesday to make 
sure guests are safe as 
COVID-19 numbers in the 
Ohio Valley increase.

The dinner will begin at 
6 p.m. and will feature eat-
in or carry-out dining op-
tions. People also can watch 
from home, as West Liberty 

University Television will 
livestream the celebration.

“However folks choose to 
celebrate, we look forward 
to enjoying a very special 
night in honor of an extraor-
dinary man,” said Terra 
Crews, director of devel-
opment for Youth Services 
System, which sponsors the 
Good Samaritan Award. 
“Tom Burgoyne is kind, 
giving, compassionate and 
fair. We have interviewed 
people from all over who 
have testified to his positive 
— many times life-chang-
ing — influence on their 
lives.”

Chef Charlie Schlegel 
will prepare the dinner. 
Musician Gregg Molnar 
will perform, and a chance 
auction will take place. 

The Most Rev. Mark Bren-
nan, Bishop of the Wheel-
ing-Charleston Diocese, 
will deliver the invocation. 
Wheeling Central Catholic 
High School football coach 
Mike Young will introduce 
Burgoyne, and Central stu-
dents under the direction of 
Deb Warmoth compiled a 
tribute video. 

The ceremony will be 
broadcast on WLU-TV 14 
for those whose cable sub-
scription includes that chan-
nel, as well as on www.top-
perstation.com, the Topper 
Station Facebook page and 
YouTube Channel, and the 
YSS Facebook page. 

The footage also may be 
viewed online afterward, 
accessible through Youth 
Services System’s website, 

www.youthervicessystem.
org.

In addition to his 39 
years in law enforcement, 
Burgoyne has been a board 
member for various char-
ities, including 21 years 
at YSS, and a volunteer 
for causes ranging from 
Wheeling Central Catho-
lic High School athletics to 
substance abuse prevention 
to the YSS Winter Freeze 
Shelter.

 To purchase dinner tick-
ets, email tcrews@ysswv.
com or call 304-940-6899. 
Donations to YSS in Bur-
goyne’s honor may be made 
online by texting GS2021 
to 44-321 or by mailing a 
check to YSS Good Samar-
itan Dinner, 87 15th St., 
Wheeling, WV 26003.

By CRAIG HOWELL
For The Intelligencer

WEIRTON — Members 
of Weirton Council gave their 
approval to Mayor Harold 
Miller’s appointment of a new 
city manager Monday, but the 
nomination will now require 
the filling of a seat on council 
itself.

By a vote of 6-0, council 
approved the appointment of 
Michael Adams as Weirton 
city manager. Adams currently 
serves as the Ward 2 represen-
tative on council, and recused 
himself from the vote.

Miller said the city received 
26 resumes in its search to fill 

the position, which has been 
vacant since July 12, and he 
feels Adams is the right choice 
for the job.

“Mike is active in our com-
munity,” Miller said, noting 
his service with several area 
boards and organizations, as 
well as his work as both an at-
torney and a pharmacist.

Near the end of the meeting, 
Adams expressed his apprecia-
tion to the remainder of council 
for their support in his nomina-
tion.

“I’m humbled and honored 
by your support,” Adams said, 
adding he looks forward to 
working with all of the officials 

and staff within the municipali-
ty. “I look at this as a great op-
portunity.”

Adams pointed to several on-
going economic development 
projects, such as the Park Drive 
project, the Frontier Crossings 
plans and the progress at Three 
Springs Crossing, American 
Way and the former Kmart 
building as opportunities for 
growth in Weirton, adding 
there have been seven busi-
nesses open in the last month 
and another seven in the pro-
cess of opening.

“This is a great town. We 
need to keep things moving,” 
he said. “I’m very optimistic 

about the future.”
Adams initially was appoint-

ed to council in July 2018, 
filling an unexpired term, and 
being elected to a full term in 
2019. 

In addition to his work as 
an attorney and pharmacist, 
Adams previously served as 
Weirton’s municipal judge, 
has been a state lottery com-
missioner and a member of the 
board of directors of the Public 
Defender Corp. in the First Ju-
dicial Circuit.

City Attorney Vince Gurrera 
explained he had contacted the 
West Virginia Ethics Commis-
sion to discuss any conflicts 

with Adams’ selection, saying 
he was told not only that there 
would be no conflict, but that 
Adams could even continue 
serving on council while work-
ing as city manager. Adams, 
however, has opted to step 
down from his elected office.

“He has chosen not to serve 
as a councilman,” Gurrera said.

Adams will officially take 
up his new post Oct. 1, with 
the city accepting applications 
from Ward 2 residents wishing 
to serve on council during the 
next two weeks.

Under the city charter, coun-
cil has up to six weeks to fill a 
vacated council seat.

Weirton City Councilman Michael Adams Appointed City Manager 

Good Samaritan Dinner Venue Changed

New Food Hub Being Planned

Photo by Scott McCloskey
Grow Ohio Valley Director Danny Swan, left, and Vincent DeGeorge, project manager for The Wheeling Food Hub 
make plans for the proposed East Wheeling facility.

Photo by Alan Olson
The boiler system at Central Elementary 
School is on its last legs, and the school 
district has just begun the process of up-
grading their equipment.

Central 
Elementary 
Needs New 
Boilers

Region
Wednesday,

september 15, 2021

7

n moundsville

n Wheeling

n Wheeling

n Weirton

By SCOTT McCLOSKEY
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Grow Ohio Val-
ley’s organizers are hopeful the 
proposed Wheeling Food Hub will 
provide local farmers or small restau-
rateurs the necessary shared com-
mercial kitchen space and tools they 
need to take their harvest or a special 
recipe dish and get it on grocery store 
shelves.

More than two dozen people turned 
out for the first Wheeling Food Hub 
stakeholder meeting, hosted by Grow 
Ohio Valley at the Public Market in 
downtown Wheeling on Monday eve-
ning. Plans are being made to house 
the proposed hub in the currently va-
cant building at 134 17th Street that 
once housed Wheeling Cycle and Ma-
rine.

Grow Ohio Valley Director Dan-
ny Swan said the idea of the Wheel-
ing Food Hub is to provide a shared 
commercial kitchen facility to support 
growing farmers, chefs, bakers and 
restaurateurs in the valley. 

He said they are currently in the fea-
sibility and business planning phase 
of the food hub and currently working 

on building renovations.
    “We have a lot of great chefs, a 

lot of great farmers, so we know tak-
ing the next step in your business is 
often cost-prohibitive and very diffi-
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up to hundreds of thousands of dol-
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things,” Swan said.  
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explained. 
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sist   local vendors at the Public Mar-
ket with moving more product if they 
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er for The Wheeling Food Hub said, 
“The goal of the Wheeling Food Hub 
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shelves as a shelf stable product.” 

In addition to having the space 
donated by the owner of the former 
Wheeling Cycle and Marine build-
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feasibility study for the project. 
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vicing the two steam-powered boilers 
sprung a leak, making the replacement 
of the boiler system a priority. Facilities 
Director Mike Price said that, prior to the 
breakage, replacement of the boilers was 
going to be tackled in the next round of 
upgrades funded through the levy.

Money for this project was provid-
ed to the county through the Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency Relief 
Fund, as part of the CARES Act. Super-
intendent Shelby Haines said the county 
received $10 million in funding.

While the overall replacement project is 
currently in the beginning of the planning 
stage and not much is set in stone, Price 
said the idea is to replace the steam boilers 
with a more efficient, air-powered unit.

“There’s a lot of infrastructure that goes 
with it,” Price said. “We’re removing all 
the old system -- a lot of piping, old radi-
ators, two really large boilers down in our 
basement. We’re going to replace it with 
an air-driven, air-cooled, more efficient 
system.

“... We got several million dollars to 
spend on these kind of projects, which 
we would normally not look at, but this 
turned into a problem all of a sudden, so 
that’s great now,” he added. “We have the 
opportunity to utilize those funds toward 
something that wasn’t on our radar.”

As the project is only just beginning and 
with the lag times that come with purchas-
ing things with federal funding, Price said 
he estimates the work replacing the boiler 
system will start in the spring. In the mean-
time, however, students and staff won’t be 
working in the cold, as one boiler will take 
over what was previously a task which al-
ternated between both, bearing the burden 
of its last season. Price estimated that the 
system was installed in 1978.
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ed some of the issues already as far as the 
deterioration of old steam piping,” Price 
said. “We’ve lost a boiler; we have two 
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signed to alternate. Now, we’re just going 
to be able to run off one boiler, which is 
doable.”
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use the ESSERF money to install natural 
gas-powered generators at Cameron Ele-
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Marshall High School, which currently 
suffer from periodic blackouts from a va-
riety of reasons -- most recently, he said, 
squirrels chewing through equipment, 
causing thousands in damages.

Price said the Cameron schools saw 15 
power outages over the last year alone, 
which while countywide, storms and 
snowstorms cause widespread problems 
on their own. Price said that an optimistic 
estimate for the generators would see them 
installed by the end of this school year.
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