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Second Chances

by the Border Patrol at those loMany religious leaders joined
cations.
a call last week organized by the
The El Paso Baptist Associa- national nonprofit network Faith
tion has been offering migrants in Action urging President Joe
COVID-19 testing and providing Biden’s administration to stop
food, clothes and a place to sleep deporting migrants to Haiti withwhile they contact their family out giving them a chance to seek
members or others sponsors.
asylum in the U.S. and to protest
Since late July, the associa- their treatment after images surtion has assisted more than 300 faced of Border FPatrol
agents on
riday,
migrants, most of them Haitian, horseback using
tacOctOberaggressive
1, 2021
and was expecting many more to tics.
arrive from Del Rio, said Larry
“That is unconscionable and
Floyd, the group’s executive di- cannot be tolerated today,”17said
rector.
the Rev. Alvin Herring, Faith in
Catholic-led and other faith- Action’s executive director.
based nonprofits have long been
The Network Lobby for CathJohn Hinckley,
at the forefront of efforts to supolic Social Justice
has called
for
A
MATTER
OF
Jr.’s name has come
port migrants and asylum seekers
more
oversight of U.S. Customs
up in the news
again.
those who
are
too
along the Mexican border, For
proand Border Protection.
young to remember, he
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is the one who wounded President Ronald
By the Rev.
Regan and three others
outside of a WashDr. D.W. Cummings
ington D. C. hotel in
Pastor, Bethlehem Apostolic Temple
a failed
and Shiloh Apostolic Faith Assembly
WHEELING — Please join all sizes and colors, for men
or assassination
attempt.
It Joseph,
was the year 137 Mount St. Joseph
I turned 21,
back in Wheeling.
the Sisters of St. Joseph of women, to benefit the YSS WinRoad,
1981. I am told he is now 66 years old. It has been reyou
Wheeling in their annual Service ter Freeze Shelter.
ported that he Call
has been 304-232-8160
living outside of the mentalif
health
facility
where
he
lived
the
majority
of
his
life.
Some
Day celebration on Saturday,
You can drop off your dona- have questions or need more inbelieve this is appropriate, while others believe it is what
formation.
Oct. 16. As part of this day of tions — and say hello to some
the law requires.
Still, some believe that he should never
leaveto
because Thank
of what he you
had done.
for your generous
service the Friends of the Sisters of the Sisters — from 9 a.m.
In 1982, a jury found Hinckley not guilty by reason
theforSisters
of St. Joseph of Wheeling is con- noon Oct. 16 at St. MichaelofParinsanity.support
He had beenof
on trial
the shootingand
a yeartheir
earlier
of
President
Regan,
White
House
Press
Secretary
ducting a Drop & Drive event ish parking lot, 1225 National
continued service to the dear
James Brady, Secret Service Agent Timothy McCarthy
neighbor.
to collect socks and underwear, Road, Wheeling, or MountandSt.
Washington
Metropolitan Police Officer Thomas
Delahanty. There was something in his history about trying to impress actress Jodie Foster with this assassination
attempt.
The question is if you go in a mental ward for 30-plus
AP Photo
Migrants, many from Haiti, are seen at an encampment along the Del Rio International Bridge near years can you ever be made whole?
Can you ever be forgiven? It is easy to discuss it if we
the Rio Grande, Sept. 21, in Del Rio, Texas. The options remaining for thousands of Haitian migrants
straddling the Mexico-Texas border are narrowing as the United States government ramps up to an have nothing vested in it. If you lost a loved one, or seen
one hurt, it’s not so easy. It reminds me of a story I have
expected six expulsion flights to Haiti and Mexico began busing some away from the border.
shared before. I think it’s a good comparison.
Near the top of the yellowed old paper, in bold black
print, it says: Amnesty Oath. Near the bottom, in a
cramped scrawl, it says: R.E. Lee.
This document, lost and forgotten for more than a cen-

to join them while their cases go
through the immigration process.
Most of the Haitian migrants
are expected to ask immigration
judges for asylum or some other legal status — requests that
could be denied and lead to eventual deportation.
Villareal says he encounters
migrants with stories similar to
that of his parents, who immigrated from Mexico in search of
a better life, not to be a burden
on society.
“These people are just here
seeking an opportunity,” he said.
Mobilization of faith-based
groups began almost from the
start of the sudden migrant
surge in Del Rio, with Haitians
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