
 

success through community 

partnerships and unwavering 

commitment to the better-

ment of children’s lives. Com-

munities make the difference, 

one neighbor at a time.  

 

One behalf of the 16,000+ 

youth served, we are grateful 

and we remember. 

By John Moses, executive 

director 

 

“There is but one child  

and his name is all children” 

C. Olsen 

 

May 2009 marked our 35th 

year. There is much to cele-

brate and to be grateful for. 

Youth Services System has 

grown beyond its first pro-

gram, Samaritan House, a 

group emergency shelter. 

Currently, YSS operates 5 

residential programs and nu-

merous community pro-

grams. In FY09, we touched 

over 2800 lives. 

 

None of this is possible, if not 

for the vision, unto today, 

and the commitment of our 

founder Ron Mulholland and 

community leaders reaching 

out to kids in crisis. Judge 

George Spillers, Ron Klug, 

John Nanny, Jerry Wilhelm, 

Mickey Moyle, Sue Abraham, 

Bruce Patalano, Rev. Gary 

Beale, former Mayor Jack 

Fahey, former sheriff  Tom 

Campbell are just a few of 

the many pioneers. 

 

We stand on their remark-

able shoulders. Their vision 

is our legacy… to respond 

honestly, meaningfully and 

creatively to each child, 

one at a time. We’ve seen 

Youth Services Systems works to 

touch the lives of young people, 

our community partners play a 

crucial role. Because Youth Ser-

vices System works with youth in 

many ways, an individual donor 

may want to support youth in 

specific ways. Do you care about: 

Standing up for good child care 

and early childhood education? 

Helping young people make 

healthy choices—avoiding alcohol 

and drugs, learning new social 

skills? 

Lending a hand to young men 

and women exploring ways to 

express themselves and make a 

contribution to their commu-

nity? 

Supporting young men and 

women aged 17, 18, 19 and 20 

years old who are learning skills 

to live independently without 

supportive family or adults? 

Serving youth who are homeless 

and need shelter, guidance, and 

help? 

Bolstering the future of a young 
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Support is vital to success 
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person needing scholarship assis-

tance? 

Your support of YSS can make a 

difference —a gift today, a be-

quest that will live on after you, 

a memorial gift in honor of 

someone you admire, annuities 

or other methods that build a 

strong future for children. 

Contact  Mike Toothman, 304-

218-2848 for information. Gifts 

to Youth Services System are 

tax deductible to fullest extent 

under the law. 
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Fiscal Year 2009 

Art Bertol –   President 

Robert Johnson – Vice President 
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Susan Hogan –  Secretary 

Geoff Brown 

Thomas Burgoyne 
Michael Cox  

Rev. Darryl Cummings 

Jim Forbes 
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From the President— Art Bertol 
Here at Youth Services System, we have had an exciting year . Partnerships may be the best 

word to describe FY2009.  Celebrate Youth 2008 Choices That Matter was a great success 

thanks to partnerships with Wheeling Park, Oglebay, WTRF, and support from a wide range 

of businesses and colleagues. By the time, you read this, we will have held Celebrate Youth 

2009– Dreams That Matter1 

 

 Our partnerships have extended the opportunities available to young people and their fami-

lies. With the support of Northwood Health Systems and area schools, we brought Rachel’s 

Challenge to 3000 high school and middle school students. Our goal is to have Friends of 

Rachel groups active throughout the Ohio Valley in the coming year. A renewed partnership 

with the Northern Panhandle Workforce Investment Board (NPWIB) means that youth 

have employment and training options through YSS. Relationships with area schools includ-

ing Linsly, West Virginia Northern Community College, and West Liberty University have 

led to new students enrolling there, with our support.  

00 

 We brought our administrative and professional staff together in the Hazel Atlas Building at 

Jacob and 15th Streets. As members of the East Wheeling Business Council, we want to 

make this an opportunity for greater community engagement. We are excited about being in 

this historic building in a neighborhood that is on the brink of revitalization.  

Win-Win with NIP  
Youth Services System participates in West Virginia’s Neighborhood Invest-

ment Program or NIP. The goal of NIP is to increase giving by individuals and 

businesses to community non-profit organizations. Generous donors to YSS 

may be able to receive West Virginia tax credits which can be applied to West 

Virginia Personal Income Tax, Business Franchise Tax, or Net Corporate In-

come Tax.  With NIP, your donation to YSS does good things for young peo-

ple and for you.  

For more information, please contact Mike Toothman, 304-218-2848. 



 

 Youth Services System, Inc. 

Current Programs 
1974:   Ohio County Youth Services System, founding of youth-oriented, community-based group,  

1975:   Samaritan House begins   

   First emergency shelter for children in West Virginia 

1981:  Transitional Living Program opens 

   First WV  licensed independent living program for youth exiting foster care 

1983: New Samaritan House constructed 

   Helinski Shelter begins, Moundsville WV 
 Emergency shelter for children 

1986:  Northern Regional Juvenile Center opens 

   West Virginia’s first privately operated secure juvenile facility 

1997:   Wheeling Community Child Care Center merges with YSS 

   Provider of day care and certified pre-school services 

2000:   Tuel Crisis Center begins, emergency shelter New Martinsville, WV 

  McCrary Center opens, Community-based services center, Wheeling Island, WV 
2003:   Hope’s Promise, an intensive outpatient program, for substance abusing and dependent youth. 

2004:  Bridges, a school-based counseling program in Ohio and Marshall County begins. 

2005:  Support Zone, a school-based student and parent assistance center, at Central Elementary School, Moundsville, 

WV opens. 

  Tuel Transitional Training Center for youth 18-20 begins 
 at the converted crisis center, New Martinsville. 

  We Are The Future, a positive youth development group developing leadership skills, voluntarism, and  self- 

 expression through the arts starts. 
  Runaway and Homeless Youth (RHY) services through the Basic Center Program supports care for runaway  

 and homeless youth. 
2006:  Youth Services System works with other community partners in the Ohio County Substance Abuse Prevention Coali-

tion, supported by West Virginia’s Strategic Prevention Framework State Incentive Grant (SPF SIG) 

2007:  Runaway and Homeless Youth Transitional Living Program services funded to support independent 

living skills training for runaway and homeless youth 

2008:   Youth Achievement Program begins, residential treatment for youth with mental challenges and emotional 

health needs. 

  Youth employment and training program through Northern Panhandle Workforce Investment Board 

 starts  under YSS auspices. 
  Celebrate Youth 2008 Choices That Matter festival: Focus on achievement and healthy behaviors  in a  f

 amily friendly setting. 
2009:  Rachel’s Challenge assembly at Wesbanco arena brings 3000 Ohio Valley students a positive message for bet 

 ter school environments 

Past Program Innovations 
1977:   Genesis Alternative Learning Center begins 

   First Ohio County alternative school for truants and dropouts 

1980:  Ohio River Youth Project opens 

 A wilderness program model for at-risk youth 

1983:    Alternative Learning Center opens, Marshall County 

1984:    ONSET Program (Outreach Network for Sexually Exploited Teens) starts 

  Street outreach to meet the special needs of teen prostitutes and sexually exploited youth 

  Adolescence Substance Abuse Program grant opens 

1985:  Home Industry Program starts 

   A vocational program for at-risk youth 

1988:   Juvenile Restitution Program starts 

  First such program in the Northern Panhandle 

1990:  Independent Living/Training Centers open  

   For 18-25 year old homeless men 

1994:  Tipton Center opens, emergency shelter for children, Weirton, WV 
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Thanks to our donors & supporters 
Abbey’s Restaurant & Lounge 

Marc Abraham 

Denise Aiken 

Lisa Allen, The Ziegenfelder Co 

American Legion Post #3, Moundsville 

American Legion Post 89 

American Sanitary Supply, Co. 

Jamie Anderson 

Theresa Anderson 

Drew & Sherry Barbour 
Diana Barnes 

Dr. John Battaglino 

Stephen & Jamesina Beecroft 

Barry Beirsford 

Ben Franklin Store 

Art Bertol 

Ben Franklin Store 

John L. Blair 

Stuart & Stephanie Bloch 

Kathy Blomquist 

Robert Bonds 

Joseph Bonds 

Bob Evans Restaurant 

Bordas & Bordas LLC 

Ken Boyle 

Ron Bogolin 

Barbara & Landers Bonenberger 

Brakes’n’More 

Betty Brooks 

Carolyn & Jim Brose 

Candy Burgess 

Linda Burgess 

Tom & Kathy Burgoyne 

Damita Burns 

Amy Butler 

Pat Butler 

Mark Bryan, Bryan Insurance Co. 

C.A. Music House 

Caroline Campbell 

Edward Carenbauer 

Jacqueline & Carl Carenbauer 

Carmike Cinemas 

Tom Carpenter, Dean Realty 

Cheddar’s Casual  Cafe 

Circus Saints & Sinners Club 

Coldstone Creamery 

Robert Contraguerro, 

 Panhandle Cleaning & Restoration 

Cornerstone Group 

Susan Cooley 
Crystal Cockran 

Elizabeth Cosmides 

Community Foundation of the Upper Ohio Valley 

Michael Cox 

Cracker Barrel 

Dick Cress 

Betty Danehart 

Kelly Davis  

Dean’s Water 

Joseph DeCaria, Padden Pharmacy 

DeFelice Bros. Pizza, National Rd 

Mike & Tanya DelCotto 

Deluxe Toy & Hobby, Martins Ferry 

DiCarlo’s Pizza, Dallas Pike 

DiCarlo’s Pizza, downtown Wheeling 

Pat Dimmick 

Dick Dlesk, Progressive Bank 

Mary Jo Dombroski 

Albert Doughty 

Kevin Duffin, Carson Petroleum 

East Wheeling Business Council 

Jill & Mark Eddy 

Bob Evans Restaurant, Wheeling 

Linda Edwards 

Saundra Edwards 

Sonia Edwards 

Ben & Lynne Exley 

Banford & Teri Exley 
Susan Ezell 

Eugene Fahey, Altmeyer Funeral Homes 

Michael Fahey  

John Faini 

Brad & Holly Fox 

L.W. Franzheim 

Frank’s HairQuarters 

Mark Freeman 

Tammy Freeman 

DeJuan Galloway 

Tom Garchar 

Gatto’s Food Distributors 

Greg Gantzer, A.E. Pelley Heating/Plumbing 

Rose Gantzer 

Don Gianni 

John & Connie Gibson 

Matt Gompers, Gompers Pharmacy 

Brandy Greenwalt 

Greg’s Tattoing 

Jennifer & Ron Gregan 

Griffith’s Pharmacy 

Grindley Productions 

Sidney Grisell, Grisell Funeral Home 

Groupstar.com 

Katrine Gutman 

Paula Haddon 

Brian Hanasky 

Mary Harrison 

Irene Harvey 

Hawley Family Foundation 

HighSchoolSports.net 

Cheryl Helms 

Cory Hickman 

Elisa Hickman 

Roland Hobbs 

Bill & Susan Hogan 

Dr. Donald Hofreuter 

Continued on page 6 
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FY09 Services: 2840 youth and families served 
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 Every day, approximately 75  parents are building 

their skills, becoming more confident and capable 

with the awesome responsibility of raising children. 

 Every day approximately 60 youth are being served in our residential programs with crisis counseling, assessment 

and planning, problem-solving, group work, therapy, family intervention,  and 24 hour supervision.  

 

 Every day approximately 80  toddlers and young children are being served in our day care program or its pre and 

after school programs.  

 Every day approximately 75 youth in our communities are gaining skills in employment and training programs. 

 Every day, young men and women are developing 

habits to maintain a drug and alcohol free life. 

 Every day, youth are learning skills to be inde-

pendent citizens. 

Services to Children & Youth

Emergency 

Shelters, 249

Northern Regional 

Juvenile Center, 

224
Residential 

Treatment & 

Services, 

28

Employment & 

Training, 

181

School-Based 

Counseling, 

250

Child Care/ Pre & 

After School 

Programs, 

290

Services To Parents

Family 

Visitation 

55

Parenting 

81

Safety 

Services 

43

Professional Treatment Services

Therapy 

Services, 100

Substance 

Abuse 

Treatment, 57 Case 

M anagement

297

Information, 

Intake, 

Assessment, 

975
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Thanks to our Donors & fSuporters  continued from Page 44 

Hot Rod Tattooing 

Brenda Howell 

Dr. Brennan Huls 

Linda Irwin 

Jebbia’s Market 

Kevin Jeter 

Bob & Alma Johnson 

Denise Johnson 

Larry Jones 

Susan Jones 

Junior OUAM, Moundsville 

Deborah Karcher 

Michael E. Kelly 

Ray Kelly Barber Shop 

John W. Kepner 

Louis Khourey, Gold, Khourey, & Turak 

Carrie Kimple 

Gay & George Kirby 

Orphy Klempa 

Ken Kuehl 
Jim & Marian Klutch 

Ron & Barbara Klug 

Charles Knight 

KOOL-FM 105.5 

Zachary Kosky 

Michael & Melissa Kotson 

Robert Kubovicz, United Electric Co 

Larry Kutay 

Lamar Advertising 

John & Tina Lasbury 

Blake & Leslie Lee, Subway 

Dr. Houston Lewis 

Tracy Lindh  

Lacey Locke 

Pamela Locke-Jeffers 

Lary Loew, Cornerstone Group 

Wendy Lough 

Andre Lucious 

Jermaine Lucious 

Marta McElhoes 

McCauley Engineering 

McGhee Office Supply 

Darrell McGraw, WV Attorney General 

Ruth McGriff 

Mayor Andy McKenzie 

Patty McMasters 

Robin McQuillian 

Dennis Madama 

Valerie Maher 

Kathy Mahley 

Ruth Mahugh 

Main Street Bank 

Dorothy Marling 

Marshall County Commission 

Robert Mead 

David Meyer 

Dr. William Mercer 

Chris Miller Furniture 

Lance Miller, Neely’s Grocery 

Keith Miller 

Ty & Teena Miller 

Marjorie Mitchell 

Nick Moore 

Stephanie Moore 

Susan &  James Mortakis 

John Moses 

Sarah Moses 

Sophie Moses 

Derek Nagy 

John Nanny 

Dr. Dee Nazzaro  

Milton Neal, PPG Industries, Inc. New  Martinsville 

Jane Newton 

Nickles Bakery 

Louis Niebergall 

Northern WV Rural Health Center 

Sheilese Norris 

C.T. & Laura O’Donnell 

Oakland Foundation 
Oglebay Park 

Ohio County Family Resource Network 

Ohio County Prosecuting Attorney Office 

Ohio County Sheriff’s Office 

Ohio Valley Mall 

Our Lady of Peace Sports Association 

Cassandra Ovies-Taylor 

John Palmer, Columbia Sales 

Brad Paisley Foundation 

Kathryn Paulus 

Panera Bread, St. Clairsville, Highlands 

Papa John’s Pizza 

John & Leona Pennybacker 

Shawn & Vicki Pennybacker 

Joseph Pettit 

Rosie Pfalzgraf 

Jimmy F. Pickett Associates  

Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church  

Martha Polinsky-Howard 

Barbara Powell 

Jody Prather 

Progressive Bank 

Q Nails 

Rachel’s Challenge 

Peter Radakovich, Northwood Health    

  System, Inc. 

Andy & Ann Railing 

Rat and Cheese Photography 

Barbara Ray 

H.E. Rehm, Sands Electric Company 

Darren Rejonis 

Doug & Eva Rejonis 

Fred and Susan Renzella 

Cassie Queen 

Jeanette Read 

Reynolds Memorial Hospital 

Rich & Shirley’s QuickPrint 

Margaret Rice 

Riesbeck Markets 
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Kylee Riemenschneider 

Colleen Riggle 

Amanda Riser 

Karen Roberts 

Bob Robinson, Robinson Automotive Group 

Monica Robinson 

Roadworthy Tavern and Grill, West Liberty  

Shelley Rohrig 

Rosebud’s 

Rude Dogz 

Kenneth Russell 

Ruttenbergs 

Sands Charitable Trust 

Shadyside Florists 

John Sicurella, Reynolds Memorial  Hospital 

Jack Savage 

Colletta Sbrockey 

Jack Schellhase 

Aaron Schwender 
Dr. Anthony Spadafore 

George & Nancy Spillers 

Cathy & Howard Stewart 

Leonard & Linda Scott 

Margo Scott 

Ron Scott, Jr. 

Gary Smith 

George Smoulder 

Jonathan Snider 

Sorok Enterprises LLC 

Peter Stein 

Kevin & Patty Stevick 

Patricia Stevick 

Ted Stevick 

Salsa Café 

Shirts & More, Inc. 

Subway, Wheeling 

Sportsman Club, Wheeling 

Tatich’s Auto Repair 

Taylormade Printing 

Frank Taylor 

Mark Taylor 

Michael Taylor 

Andrew Thomas 

Tammy Tomazoli 

Mike & Susan Toothman 

Amy Tucker 

Toys R Us 

Uniforms Limited 

Unforgettable Sweets—Robin Cole 

Valley National Gases LLC 

Mary Vani 

Rob Vani 

Scott Varner 

Sharon Vankirk 

Vineyard Church 

Christa Violet 

WTRF- TV 

Jeanine Wagner 

Walmart, Highlands 

Walmart Foundation 

Dr. Donald Walters 

Laurie Wardle 

Wesbanco 

West Texas Roadhouse 

Debra Wheeler 

Wheeling Automobile Club, Community Foundation 

Wheeling City Council 

Wheeling Flower Shop 

Wheeling Nailers Hockey Club 

Wheeling Parks and Recreation Commission  

Danielle Wilkes 

Elizabeth Williams 

John C. Williams Charitable Trust 

Carol & Rod Williamson 

Robbie Winters 

Witschey’ s Market 

Wonder Bakery 

Steve Woodburn 
Marsha Woods 

James Worrells 

Edward Yahn, Yahn Electric Co. 

Sharon Yeater 

Ye Old Alpha 

Jonathan Young 

Zontini’s Pizza 

Many  Thanks !! 

 

The Good Samaritan 



 

 

P O Box 6041 

Wheeling WV 26003-0717 

Youth Services System, Inc. 

87 15th Street 

Deliver to Current Occupant 

Want to receive this newsletter by email ?  Email me: mtoothman@ysswv.com 

 
 

 

www.youthservicessystem.org 

Good Samar it an H onor ee—Ron M ulholland 
 

 Ron Mulholland is a tireless advocate for young people. He was the founding executive 

director for Youth Services System, Inc. (YSS) starting in 1974.This northern panhandle organiza-

tion’s first service was to provide emergency shelter for those who needed. At the time, there 

was no process to do this, since there were no emergency shelters—YSS’s Samaritan House 

would become the first licensed shelter. Starting with a building lent to him by the Diocese of 

Wheeling-Charleston and volunteers, Ron worked to bring resources and innovation to the care 

of young people.  

 

Emergency shelter led to alternative education programs and to programs to teach older adoles-

cents the skills they needed to live independently. Ron’s vision was to offer young men and 

women an array of paths towards health and success. . 

 

His vision was wide-ranging—from a public campaign and program to help young runaways leave the exploitation of street 

prostitution to service on the state level and federal level with the national Office on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Preven-

tion. he has sought to bring people together in service to kids and families. Ron Mulholland’s work was recognized nationally 

when he received the Lewis Hine Award from the National Child Labor Committee 

 

From its start as a one person service organization, Youth Services System has grown into a diverse youth-serving agency. For 

23 years, YSS has operated the Northern Regional Juvenile Center as West Virginia’s only private juvenile facility. Other ser-

vices like independent living for youth in foster care are among the state’s most experienced youth programs. Sixteen thousand 

youth have received the care and services from the organization that Ron Mulholland began. Many others throughout West 

Virginia have benefited from his firm conviction that each child has worth, dignity and a place in the world. 

 


