
From STAFF REPORTS
Half of West Virginia’s total number 

of residents have received at least one 
dose of COVID-19 vaccine, according 
to the Department of Health and Hu-
man Resources.

The DHHR website on Thursday 
showed that 895,755 of the state’s 
1,792,147 total residents are at least 
partially vaccinated. That, according 
to the website, puts the state at about 
50%. The state also has 40.6% of its 
residents (726,853) who are fully 
vaccinated.

Among the state’s 1,557,837 resi-
dents who are eligible for the vaccine, 
those ages 12 and older, 57.5% of 
them are at least partially vaccinated 
and 46.7% are fully vaccinated.

The Wheeling-Ohio County Health 
Department reported three new posi-
tive COVID-19 cases in its Thursday 

night update. That put the county’s 
totals at 4,458 cases and 90 related 
deaths since the pandemic began.

The Marshall County Health Depart-
ment had not updated its website with 
its latest totals as of 9:30 p.m. Thurs-
day.

Ohio and Marshall counties were 
green on the DHHR’s Thursday 
COVID-19 alert map, putting them 
in the map’s safest category. Hancock 
County was yellow, the map’s sec-
ond-safest category, and Brooke Coun-
ty was gold, a step below yellow on the 
map.

Hancock County had an infection 
rate of 6.94 cases per 100,000 resi-
dents and a percent positivity of 3.03. 
Brooke County had an infection rate of 
11.07 cases per 100,000 residents and 
a percent positivity of 5.23.

Ohio County had an infection rate of 

7.59 cases per 100,000 residents and 
a percent positivity of 1.91. 

Marshall County had an infection 

rate of 8.89 cases per 100,000 res-
idents and a percent positivity of 
2.21.

WEST VIRGINIA
Total cases ........ 161,046
Recovered ..........153,155
Active ...................5,099
Deaths .................  2,792

OHIO*
Total cases ........ 921,199
Deaths ................ 19,753

UNITED STATES
Total cases..... 33,217,720
Deaths .............. 593,282

COVID-19 by the numbers
COUNTY POSITIVE* RECOVERED ACTIVE DEATHS
OHIO 4,272 4,110 76 86
MARSHALL 3,508 3,398 33 77
HANCOCK 2,834  2,694 51 89
BROOKE 2,221 2,092 69 60
WETZEL 1,376  1,244 101 31
TYLER 736 675 51 10
BELMONT 6,088 5,776 141 171
JEFFERSON 5,634 5,414 65 155
HARRISON 1,144 1,096 24 24
MONROE 1,342 1,279 20 43
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Here Come the Sunflowers

By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

Youth Services System’s Recovery Homes will 
see a passing of a torch Saturday, as Nic Cochran 
is stepping in as the new director to take over from 
longtime director Pat Condron.

Condron started the first recovery home, Lazarus 
House, in 2005, followed by Mary & Martha 
House for women opened in 2009, and Mark’s 
House opened in September. All three homes serve 
adults in recovery from substance or alcohol use 
disorder.

Cochran said he’s been associated with YSS in 
several capacities over the years, from the Winter 
Freeze Shelter to the homeless outreach program, 
and since September with the recovery homes.

“It’s an organization that I just love and support, 
and I’m excited to be a part of,” he said.

Looking ahead, Cochran’s most immediate con-
cern is “making sure it doesn’t fall apart as soon as 
Pat leaves,” but has clear goals for how he’d like 
to see the program grow. In particular, Cochran 
said he would like to see an expansion in the space 
available to those in recovery.

“I see a huge need for expansion in recovery 
housing, not just in Wheeling but the Northern 
Panhandle,” he said. “We’re really the only place, 
other than the Oxford Houses, that provides sober 
living for people.

“I get calls just about every day from people who 
need a place to go, and I hate to turn them away,” 
he added. “The biggest need I see right now is 
housing for pregnant women and single mothers; 
I would like to see that eventually. (My goal is) 
to create a place where people can be loved, know 
that they’re safe, and start new lives in recovery.”

YSS Recovery Homes will be holding a meet-
and-greet fundraiser with the incoming director 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday at Youth Services 
System, 87 15th St., Wheeling.

By SCOTT McCLOSKEY
Staff Writer

Madison Elementary students 
will have the opportunity to watch 
the fruits of their labor beautify the 
school grounds over the coming 
months as part of an Edelman Gar-
den community outreach program 
on Wheeling Island.

One by one, kindergarten stu-
dents carefully planted sunflower 
seedlings around the perimeter of 
the front of Madison school Thurs-
day morning. It was part of a proj-
ect called “Beautify the Block,” 
according to Seeing Hand Asso-
ciation Executive Director Karen 
Haught. 

What was once a vacant lot on 
South Broadway Street on Wheel-
ing Island, the Edelman Garden 
provides opportunities for the blind 
and visually impaired clients of 
the Seeing Hand Association in 
Wheeling. 

As part of the “Beautify the 
Block” project, Haught said the 
Seeing Hand Association provided 
1,000 sunflower seeds that were 
distributed between Edelman Gar-
den, Madison School, and the resi-
dents of South Broadway Street. 

Each Madison Elementary class 
was provided seeds and a garden 
bag to start sunflower plants in 
their classrooms. Once the plants 
had a chance to grow into small 
seedlings over the past few weeks, 
the students planted them around 
the outside of the school Thursday 
morning as part of the beautification 
project, according to Haught. The 
students were assisted by Edelman 
Garden Manager Meredith Brown-
ing Sterling, Assistant Garden Man-
ager Paula Weisal, and Haught. 

“The Edelman Garden on South 
Broadway Street is kind of known 
for its sunflowers -- and every year 
at the end of season everybody 
compliments on how beautiful the 
garden is,” Haught explained. “So 
this year we thought we would 

have a project to make the Island 
more beautiful.”

In addition to supplying sun-
flower seeds for Wheeling Island 
residents living near the garden, 
Haught said they thought it would 
be a great educational project for 
the students of Madison. 

“We provided a garden bag for 
each classroom,” Haught said. 
“They started sunflowers in little 
seed pods in cups in their rooms a 
couple weeks ago, and then today 
we’re going to plant them all around 
the school. So we’re hoping that 
they’ll survive and the kids will get 

to see what they grew all summer 
and enjoy the beautiful project.

“In the fall they can learn about 
either harvesting the sunflower 
seeds or letting the birds feed from 
them,” she added. “So we are also 
teaching them about the process of 
planting, watering and watching 
them grow.”

Madison Elementary Principal 
Andrea Trio said it was really neat 
to see the students’ excitement 
when they came back to school af-
ter being off for the weekend and 
see how much the plants had grown 
in such a short time. 

Photo by Scott McCloskey
Madison Elementary Kindergarten student Taylor Henderson plants 
a sunflower seedling near the front entrance of the school Thursday 
as part of a community beautification project sponsored by the Seeing 
Hand Association’s Edelman Garden. 

Recovery Homes 
Get New Director

“It’s an organization that I just 
love and support, and I’m excited 

to be a part of.”
Nic Cochran, new director of Youth Services  

System Recovery Homes

From STAFF REPORTS
Lawrencefield Parish Church will host some 

cool jazz music as the hot June weather rolls 
around, with Wheeling Health Right as the benefi-
ciary. The “Jazzy June” Concert will be held from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Friday, June 11, on the patio of the 
church at 44 Kirkside Drive, 
Wheeling. 

There is no admission to 
the outdoor concert, but a 
free-will offering is wel-
comed to support the work 
of Wheeling Health Right. 
Patrons are asked to bring 
their own lawn chairs.

Matt Hill & Friends, a 
jazz/big band combo, will 
perform. The concert is pre-
sented by Dream Big Music, 
a non-profit that works to 
help children fall in love with the arts through in-
strumental music education, regardless of financial 
status.

Dream Big provides encouragement for chil-
dren ages 7-18 in the upper Ohio Valley, including 
children that would otherwise be unable to have 
private music lessons, instruments, or materials. 
For more information on Dream Big Music go to 
dreambigmusic.org. Funding sources include the 
West Virginia Division of Culture and History, and 
the National Endowment for the Arts with approval 
from the West Virginia Commission on the Arts.

For more information, call 304-277-2353.

By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

A West Liberty Ele-
mentary fifth-grade class 
had a hands-on lesson in 
the turmoil that comes 
with the worst effects of 
drug abuse, with a mock 
trial being held under the 
tutelage of attorney Don 
Nickerson.

The mock trial allows 
the students to take script-
ed roles as the various 
personnel of a courtroom 
in an involuntary man-
slaughter case involving 
the distribution of drugs, 
which ultimately caused 
a fatal car accident.

“We do it this way to 
teach them the process; 
they pretend they’re dif-
ferent parts of the court-
room: the attorneys, de-
fendants, prosecutors, 
bailiffs,” said teacher 
Amanda Shinsky. “They 
go through the trial, 
which is about prescrip-

tion drug abuse, which 
is a common problem in 
West Virginia. It’s such a 
big thing in West Virgin-
ia right now.”

Nickerson was invit-
ed to oversee the trial 
by Shinsky, a role he 
has taken a few times 
already. Nickerson, a 

retired municipal court 
judge of 19 years and 
current attorney, said 
the mock trial’s primary 
goal is to educate stu-
dents on the dangers of 
drug abuse, with the civic 
component secondary.

“It’s good for kids to 
understand the judicial 

system; it is one of the 
branches of government,” 
Nickerson, also a current 
Ohio County commis-
sioner, said. “Probably 
the more important aspect 
of this is the anti-drug 
message. There are sev-
eral scripts the teachers 
use and ask us to follow, 
and they all have a mes-
sage that lets kids know 
the dangers of drug use. 
... It’s some bad facts, and 
it’s the reality.”

Students prepared for 
their roles with scripts 
over the last week and a 
half. Student Jake Bre-
itinger said he enjoyed 
the trial as an opportuni-
ty to break up classwork 
and do something outside 
the box.

“I think it’s pretty cool. 
It’s a fun experience, and 
something different, for 
sure,” Breitinger, who 
acted the part of the de-
fense attorney.

Photo by Alan Olson
Students in Amanda Shinsky’s fifth-grade class at 
West Liberty Elementary participate in a mock trial, 
overseen by attorney Don Nickerson.

Lawrencefield Church
‘Jazzy June’ Concert 
To Benefit Health Right

Youth Learn About Civics, Dangers of Drugs at Mock Trial

EVENT SET
• The “Jazzy June” 
Concert featuring 

Matt Hill & Friends 
is set from 6:30-

8:30 p.m. June 11 
at Lawrencefield 
Parish Church, 

44 Kirkside Drive, 
Wheeling.

Madison Elementary 
Students Beautify
Their School Grounds
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