
The nation’s largest state has 
just voted in an election trig-
gered by one of the nation’s 
weirdest recall processes, and 
the results have come out just 
about where they’ve been be-
fore.

California Gov. Gavin New-
som was elected governor in 
2018 by 62% to 38%, a result 
that was, unsurprisingly in an 
era of straight-ticket voting and 
strong partisan allegiance, al-
most identical to President Joe 
Biden’s 64% to 34% margin 
over Donald Trump in 2020.

As of this writing — and it 
has taken California weeks to 
fully count its votes in recent 
general elections — incom-
plete returns show 64% of Cal-
ifornians voting against recall-
ing Newsom and only 36% for 
removing him from office. 

That result makes the second 
question on the ballot about 
who should replace the gover-
nor irrelevant. But it did enable 
Democrats to spend enormous 
sums linking Larry Elder, the 
conservative radio talk host 

who led in polls on the 
replacement question, as 
a clone of Trump.

Some liberals even 
attacked Elder, who is 
Black, as a “white su-
premacist.” 

Newsom’s success 
is good news for Dem-
ocrats. Polls over the 
summer showed as many as 
47% of voters supporting the 
recall. When voters focused 
on facts on the ground such 
as the growing homeless en-
campments and the rapidly ris-
ing numbers of homicides and 
carjackings, they found reason 
to repudiate the liberal policies 
that Newsom has pursued or 
supported. 

Newsom’s maskless appear-
ance at the expensive ($350 a 
plate) French Laundry restau-
rant, celebrating the birthday of 
a Democratic lobbyist, was an 
unforced error, perhaps char-
acteristic of a politician whose 
core constituency has been San 
Francisco billionaires. 

But an avalanche of TV ads 

targeting Trump got 
voters thinking in parti-
san terms, with the re-
sults as noted. Go over 
the county maps of the 
2018, 2020 and 2021 
contests and see how 
the results are the same 
within a couple of points 
just about everywhere.

The exit polls, however, sug-
gest some shifts among demo-
graphic groups. The recall was 
opposed by 81% of Black vot-
ers, who are only 6% of Cali-
fornia’s population, but by sig-
nificantly fewer Asians (62%) 
and Latinos (58%).

White voters without college 
degrees, or those left behind 
after hundreds of thousands 
others have left California’s 
high housing and energy costs 
behind, were the one ethnically 
defined group that favored the 
recall by 57% to 43%.

These results mirror the re-
cent national Quinnipiac poll 
that shows approval of Biden 
nationally at 42%. Approval 
is 69% among Black people 

and 56% among white col-
lege graduates, but only 38% 
among Hispanics and 28% 
among white people who 
didn’t attend college. 

That polarization seems 
to be increasing. MSNBC’s 
Steve Kornacki compared the 
2018 and 2021 Newsom exit 
poll numbers and found that 
his support has risen 9 points 
among white college graduates 
but has declined by 12 points 
among noncollege white voters 
and 6 points among Hispanics. 

California, which seemed a 
harbinger of the political future 
from the 1950s through the 
1980s, is clearly not anymore. 
It was the second best state, 
after Hawaii, for Hillary Clin-
ton in 2016, and the fifth best, 
after Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Maryland and Hawaii, for 
Biden in 2020. 

Nor does California seem to 
be the demographic wave of 
the future. Forty years ago, I 
was writing about the dynamic 
economic growth on both sides 
of the Pacific Rim, in Califor-

nia and Japan. In the 1990s 
and 2000s, I substituted China 
for Japan and saluted Califor-
nia’s booming high tech and 
China’s double-digit economic 
growth.

Now the flowers on both 
sides of the Pacific Rim seem 
to be wilting. Thanks to its re-
cently repealed one-child pol-
icy, China’s workforce is now 
shrinking, while California’s 
poverty rate of 15% is the 
highest in the nation when cost 
of living is taken into account. 

After two decades of do-
mestic population outflow, the 
2020 census showed Califor-
nia gaining population at less 
than the national rate since 
2010, and in the reapportion-
ment following the census, it 
lost a congressional seat, and 
hence an electoral vote, for the 
first time since it was admitted 
to the Union in 1850. 

Newsom’s victory shows 
that California voters want 
more of the same. As H.L. 
Mencken put it, they “deserve 
to get it good and hard.”

Responding to Demo-
crats in her party who are 
troubled by the massive 
$3.5 trillion  spending bill 
that would forever trans-
form America into a debt-
or nation, Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi  asked a question: 
“Where would you cut?”

Her question carries with 
it a conceit held by many contem-
porary politicians that every gov-
ernment program is sacred and 
must not be touched. Every gov-
ernment program attracts people 
with personal or political interests 
in maintaining it. 

Where to cut? I have long pro-
moted the idea that what is need-
ed is an outside auditor to come 
to Washington, D.C., and review 
every program and agency, rec-
ommending which ones to keep 
and more importantly identifying 
which ones have outlived their 
usefulness, or were never useful.

While awaiting that day, which 
likely will never come, I accept 
Pelosi’s challenge. It isn’t diffi-
cult to find places to cut. Virtually 
everyone knows that entitlement 
programs must be reformed. 

In March, two reports on the 
economy were published, but be-
cause of the global pandemic they 

were mostly ignored by the 
media. One was from the 
nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office. In its 2021 
Long-Term Budget Out-
look, the U.S. received its 
lowest ranking ever, just 
20th in the world in overall 
economic freedom. It said 
the reason was a dramatic 

decline in fiscal health. We are 
worse in that ranking, CBO said, 
than 150 other countries. CBO 
concluded that because of over-
spending, the national debt has 
already eclipsed the size of the 
economy and if it continues, we 
will reach 202 percent of GDP by 
2051. 

The other report came from the 
Heritage Foundation, a conserva-
tive think tank based in Washing-
ton. It noted, “The primary drivers 
of the increases in spending are 
unsustainable entitlement pro-
grams, which require significant 
reform not only for the sake of the 
taxpayers, but also to allow bet-
ter results for Americans in need. 
Unless substantial reforms are im-
plemented, Medicare’s Hospital 
Insurance Trust Fund will be ex-
hausted in 2026. The Social Se-
curity Trust Fund is projected to 
be depleted by 2032, which could 

cause across-the-board benefit 
reductions for all retirees just 11 
years from now.”

In 2009, Brian Riedl of Heri-
tage listed 50 examples  of gov-
ernment waste. 

Included are billions of dollars 
in improper government pay-
ments ($72 billion in 2008); $92 
billion on corporate welfare; gov-
ernment auditors spent five years 
examining all federal programs 
and concluded that 22 percent of 
them failed to show any positive 
impact on the populations they 
served, at an annual cost to tax-
payers of $123 billion; unused or 
vacant federal properties cost $25 
billion a year to maintain.

There is so much more, but 
the list answers Pelosi’s question 
about where to cut. She sets up a 
strawman by mentioning child-
care and other emotion-driven 
programs, as if these were al-
lowed by the Constitution and the 
responsibility of the federal gov-
ernment. 

She should read the 10th 
Amendment, which says: “The 
powers not delegated to the Unit-
ed States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to the States respective-
ly, or to the people.”
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Accepting Pelosi’s Challenge

2020 Could Be Toxic For Republicans
The best indication that 

Larry Elder was going 
down hard in the California 
recall wasn’t the polling, 
although that all swung 
the wrong way in the final 
weeks, but his suggestion 
late in the campaign that 
Democrats were going to 
steal the election.

Preemptive excuse-making 
isn’t a sign of great confidence — 
the winning side never complains 
of cheating.

Sure enough, incumbent Gov. 
Gavin Newsom cruised to a vic-
tory made a little easier, as it hap-
pens, by Elder’s insistence that 
Republicans were robbed in 2020 
and about to be robbed again.

To his credit, Elder graciously 
conceded, but his talk of stolen 
elections was arguably his biggest 
misstep of the campaign.

His landslide defeat is the latest 
evidence that the idea the 2020 
presidential election was stolen is 
toxic for Republicans.

It’s not as though Elder, a talk 
radio host with no political expe-
rience who was running in a deep 
blue state and got massively out-
spent, was going to have an easy 
time regardless. But when he got 
pushed by Trump supporters into 
endorsing the stolen election nar-

rative, he ran directly into a 
Newsom political buzzsaw 
linking him with Donald 
Trump and the Jan. 6 riot.

There may be other costs 
to come, perhaps up to and 
including the 2024 presi-
dential election if Trump is 
the nominee again.

The odds were always 
stacked against Elder. Still, there 
was a chance he could define him-
self as an outsider worth taking a 
flier on, so long as he never lost 
sight of the fact he was running in 
a strongly anti-Trump state with 
an enormous Democratic registra-
tion advantage.

In an interview with the Sacra-
mento Bee editorial board in Au-
gust, Elder seemed aware of his 
situation. Asked about the 2020 
election, he said Biden had won 
“fairly and squarely.”

Then, Elder got some pushback 
on Twitter and couldn’t withstand 
it. Shortly thereafter, he appeared 
on a conservative talk radio pro-
gram and said he needed “a mul-
ligan,” and related a variety of 
complaints about the 2020 elec-
tion.

Although Elder didn’t deserve 
the abuse he endured during the 
campaign here, he’d given his op-
ponents unnecessary ammunition.

If Elder had been running in a 
Republican primary in a red state, 
he would have secured his posi-
tion nicely with his do-over, but 
he’d driven a nail in his own cof-
fin in the recall.

It’s one thing to complain about 
last-minute changes in voting pro-
cedures in 2020 and to advocate 
for a system that is secure and 
tilts toward in-person voting; it’s 
another to retail unproven allega-
tions that, for most people, will al-
ways be associated with Trump’s 
worst excesses and the rioting at 
the U.S. Capitol.

The choice that was forced on 
Elder will be faced by Republican 
candidates around the country for 
the duration.

That won’t change as long as 
Trump has an outsize influence on 
the party. He’s not letting 2020 
go. Since he never admits the fair-
ness of any loss, the number of 
rigged and stolen elections will 
only increase — the recall, Trump 
said in a statement, is “just anoth-
er giant Election Scam, no differ-
ent, but less blatant, than the 2020 
Presidential Election Scam!”

This is a cynical and corrosive 
view of American democracy 
that, to the extent it becomes GOP 
orthodoxy, can only contribute to 
further Republican frustration.

RICH
LOWRY
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California’s Voters Stand To Get Exactly What They Deserve

Local residents already 
know it is hard to beat a 
meal prepared using ingre-
dients purchased locally, 
and now Ohio officials 
have joined forces with a 
group of other Midwestern 
states to remind everyone 
eating local provides more 
benefits than simply the 
makings of some really 
good food.

Most of us do our best to 
support local businesses 
and boost the economy 
right here at home. But we 
can forget that economy 
includes agriculture, too.

“As states continue to 
revitalize and invest in 
their economies and sup-
port their small businesses, 
there are simple ways resi-
dents, visitors and con-
sumers can help — buy 
from and support your 

local farmers and food-
based businesses,” the 
Ohio Department of 
Agriculture said in a news 
release. “Buying fresh pro-
duce or jams at your favor-
ite farmers market, eating 
at a farm to table restau-
rant or picking up some 
tasty state-made foods at 
the grocery store, there are 
endless ways to help sup-
port the state’s ... agricul-
tural businesses.”

Local residents have 
plenty of options to pur-
chase local meats and veg-
etables. There’s plenty of 
season left — and you can 
preserve what you don’t 
eat now. It’s worth the 
effort — for you and your 
family, and for the hard-
working local farmers who 
never take a day off from 
feeding their communities.

Support Local Farmers

It has been more than a 
decade since opioid abuse 
exploded into an epidemic 
in West Virginia and the 
nation. Shady pain clinics, 
pill mills and unscrupu-
lous doctors became 
“legal” drug dealers as 
they reaped as much profit 
as they could before gov-
ernment caught on.

For years, before we 
truly understood the pow-
erful addiction associated 
with these pills, those who 
became addicted were 
looked down on by soci-
ety. But today, as we learn 
more about this addiction, 
we understand that opioids 
do not discriminate, and 
that a friend or loved one 
can become addicted and 
see their lives overtaken 
by this drug.

An event Saturday in 
Wheeling celebrated those 
who have recovered from 
their addiction as Youth 
Services System Community 
Impact Coalition organized 
the “Day of Hope” at Centre 
Market.

“People can and do 
recover from substance 
abuse,” said Valery Stas-
key, substance abuse proj-

ect coordinator for YSS. 
“Recovery is both possible 
and joyful.”

Staskey is right: it’s 
easy to simply point to the 
deaths associated with opi-
oid abuse, or to the eco-
nomic and social ravage it 
has caused our communi-
ties and thousands of fam-
ilies. While it’s imperative 
that we understand the full 
story of how opioids are 
devastating our communi-
ties, we also must take the 
time to celebrate the suc-
cess of those who beat this 
powerful drug. And it 
takes a community effort 
to see that happen.

“We have to care for our 
neighbors, and help them 
find their way to healing,” 
Rabbi Joshua Lief said 
during the ceremony.

Substance abuse and 
overdoses are a symptom 
of a much larger problem 
in our society. As we work 
to overcome the issues that 
lead to substance abuse, let 
us not forget to celebrate 
our friends and neighbors 
who overcome its grip. It’s 
one more way we can 
understand how truly to 
defeat this powerful foe.

Celebrate Recovery 
From Opioid Abuse

ONLINE POLL
Answer at www.theintelligencer.net

Today’s poll: Should the Wheeling Suspension Bridge 
ever reopen to vehicular traffic? 

Tomorrow: Will an opportunity to get younger children 
vaccinated have a major impact on COVID-19 numbers?

Yes: 51% No: 49%

It has been more than a 
decade since opioid abuse 
exploded into an epidemic 
in West Virginia and the 
nation. Shady pain clinics, 
pill mills and unscrupu-
lous doctors became 
“legal” drug dealers as 
they reaped as much profit 
as they could before gov-
ernment caught on.

For years, before we 
truly understood the pow-
erful addiction associated 
with these pills, those who 
became addicted were 
looked down on by soci-
ety. But today, as we learn 
more about this addiction, 
we understand that opioids 
do not discriminate, and 
that a friend or loved one 
can become addicted and 
see their lives overtaken 
by this drug.

An event Saturday in 
Wheeling celebrated those 
who have recovered from 
their addiction as Youth 
Services System Community 
Impact Coalition organized 
the “Day of Hope” at Centre 
Market. “People can and 
do recover from substance 
abuse,” said Valery 
Staskey, substance abuse 
project coordinator for 

YSS. “Recovery is both 
possible and joyful.”

Staskey is right: it’s 
easy to simply point to the 
deaths associated with opi-
oid abuse, or to the eco-
nomic and social ravage it 
has caused our communi-
ties and thousands of fam-
ilies. While it’s imperative 
that we understand the full 
story of how opioids are 
devastating our communi-
ties, we also must take the 
time to celebrate the suc-
cess of those who beat this 
powerful drug. And it 
takes a community effort 
to see that happen.

“We have to care for our 
neighbors, and help them 
find their way to healing,” 
Rabbi Joshua Lief said 
during the ceremony.

Substance abuse and 
overdoses are a symptom 
of a much larger problem 
in our society. As we work 
to overcome the issues that 
lead to substance abuse, 
let us not forget to cele-
brate our friends and 
neighbors who overcome 
its grip. It’s one more way 
we can understand how 
truly to defeat this power-
ful foe.
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We Must Always Remember That Free Speech Is the Ultimate Truth

Democrats are ready to raise 
taxes. They want more revenue, in 
part to fund an out-of-this-world 
amount of new spending. Some 
simply want to soak the rich, as 
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
D-N.Y., plainly signaled at the 
Met Gala by wearing a white dress 
with “TAX THE RICH” scrawled 
across it in red paint. While the 
public may be more receptive to 
the idea because of concerns over 
high budget deficits, let’s not be 
naive — many voters believe that 
these tax hikes won’t hit them. 

Writing for The Dispatch, the 
Manhattan Institute’s Brian Riedl 
documents President Joe Biden’s 
spending plan, which would ex-
pand federal government spend-
ing by $11 trillion during the next 
decade. This spending would help 
fund a cradle-to-grave new world 
in which government is omni-
present in our lives. The spend-
ing would increase family assis-
tance by $550 billion. Another 
$700 billion would be wasted on 
counterproductive “Buy Amer-
ica” provisions. Expansion of 
the Affordable Care Act would 
cost another $1.4 trillion; some 
$2 trillion would go to a Green 
New Deal; K-12 schools would 
get more money. All of this is on 
top of the $6.6 trillion spent on 

COVID-19 relief.
Biden would par-

tially pay for this 
$11 trillion with 
$3.6 trillion from 
higher taxes. Even 
if the president 
got the revenue he 
hopes to collect 
with these tax hikes 
it would only cover 
a third of the new 
spending. 

While many taxpayers may 
end up with more money in their 
pockets for a while, that won’t 
last. There simply aren’t enough 
rich people to pay for all the new 
spending. It’s only a matter of 
time before the politicians selling 
the dream of cost-free big gov-
ernment realize they need to raise 
taxes on ordinary Americans.

Just look at my native country 
of France for how it will be done. 
Pre-COVID-19, France’s revenue 
per GDP was 45.4%. It wasn’t 
simply raised on the backs of the 
rich. In fact, France raises most 
of its revenue through the Val-
ue Added Tax, social insurance, 
property tax and payroll. Those 
taxes are regressive as they con-
sume a larger share of low- and 
middle-income earners’ income 
and have fewer effects on high-in-

come earners. 
By contrast, and contrary to Oc-

asio-Cortez’s belief, the U.S. fed-
eral income tax is unusually pro-
gressive because it raises most of 
its revenue from the income tax, 
which some 61% of households 
don’t pay. 

Don’t think I’m saying that if 
the Democrats get it wrong, the 
Republicans must get it right. 
They don’t. GOPers say they 
prefer lower taxes, but they do 
nothing to restrain spending. My 
colleague Matt Mitchell, along 
with our former colleague An-
drea O’Sullivan, wrote a great 
paper documenting what’s wrong 
with this approach. They explain, 
“Cutting taxes allows policymak-
ers to give voters something they 
want, while appearing to rein in 
the size of government. But this is 
a temporary illusion unless the tax 
cuts are combined with necessary 
reductions in spending — a far 
more difficult but also the more 
important task.”

With few exceptions, nobody 
seems ready to tell the American 
people how far taxes will have to 
rise to satisfy Washington’s glut-
tony for spending. Unfortunate-
ly, that’s a lesson they will learn 
the hard way, and perhaps sooner 
than later.

Veronique 
De Rugy

War on Small Businesses Is Expanding

Celebrate Recovery 
From Opioid Abuse

By GABRIELLA HOFFMAN
For Townhall

“Our Nation’s small business-
es define our communities, drive 
innovation, and create the prod-
ucts and services that enrich our 
lives and solve global problems 
to build a better and more sus-
tainable world,” President Biden 
declared in a Sept. 10 proclama-
tion highlighting American small 
businesses. 

Does the Biden administration 
have small business interests in 
mind? Absolutely not. 

The Biden administration 
claims 97 percent of small busi-
ness owners won’t see tax hikes 
under the president’s “Build Back 
Better” agenda. The Tax Founda-
tion, however, countered, “By fo-
cusing on the number of people, 
the Biden administration is mis-
leadingly claiming their tax pro-
posals would have a small effect. 
The actual statistics show more 
than half of pass-through business 
income could face tax increases.” 

Beware of double speak by 
those perpetuating the War on 
Small Business.

“Look, I don’t want to punish 
anyone’s success, but the wealthy 
have been getting a free ride at the 
expense of the middle class for 

too long,” President Biden tweet-
ed in support of the $3.5 trillion 
budget reconciliation plan. 

Unfortunately, this bill contains 
provisions that’ll hurt all income 
brackets—especially small busi-
ness owners.

For instance, Democrats intend 
to raise the federal corporate in-
come tax from 21% to 26.5%. 
Americans for Tax Reform ex-
plained this move won’t just af-
fect wealth creators; it’ll also 
threaten life savings and result 
in small business owners paying 
higher utility bills. 

Furthermore, the bill will elim-
inate the step-up basis for the 
capital-gains tax benefiting fam-
ily farms. Craig Hill, Iowa Farm 
Bureau president, wrote in WSJ:

“The effect of this policy isn’t 
going to be felt by wealthy inves-
tors or real-estate moguls. It will 
be felt by the farmer who relied 
on the land for retirement and the 
young farmer who wants to start 
his or her own farm legacy but 
can’t afford the tax bill.”

And that’s barely scratching the 
surface. 

Small business advocates have 
lambasted central planners in 

Washington for exploiting the 
COVID-19 pandemic to further 
hinder small business recovery.  

“Despite the lip service on how 
important small businesses are, 
they are consistently targeted with 
politically-generated barriers that 
make it more difficult for them 
to compete with their bigger, 
clout-holding competitors,” wrote 
Carol Roth, author of “The War 
on Small Business,” in an e-mail 
to Townhall.com. 

Job Creators Network an-
nounced it was suing the Biden 
administration over its vaccine 
mandate affecting companies 
boasting over 100 employees. 

“Small business is called the 
backbone of the economy for a 
reason—small businesses com-
prise 99.9% of all business enti-
ties, and account for around half 
of the GDP and employment, and 
in recent (pre-COVID) years, the 
majority of jobs created,” added 
Roth. 

Carol is right. 
Sadly, it’s hard to find true 

defenders of free enterprise in 
Washington today. 

Those perpetuating the War on 
Small Business, including the sit-
ting President, must be blocked 
from inflicting more pain onto 
Main Street. 

Commentary

Local residents already 
know it is hard to beat a 
meal prepared using ingre-
dients purchased locally, 
and now Ohio officials 
have joined forces with a 
group of other Midwestern 
states to remind everyone 
eating local provides more 
benefits than simply the 
makings of some really 
good food.

Most of us do our best to 
support local businesses 
and boost the economy 
right here at home. But we 
can forget that economy 
includes agriculture, too.

“As states continue to 
revitalize and invest in 
their economies and sup-
port their small businesses, 
there are simple ways resi-
dents, visitors and con-
sumers can help — buy 
from and support your 

local farmers and food-
based businesses,” the 
Ohio Department of 
Agriculture said in a news 
release. “Buying fresh pro-
duce or jams at your favor-
ite farmers market, eating 
at a farm to table restau-
rant or picking up some 
tasty state-made foods at 
the grocery store, there are 
endless ways to help sup-
port the state’s ... agricul-
tural businesses.”

Local residents have 
plenty of options to pur-
chase local meats and veg-
etables. There’s plenty of 
season left — and you can 
preserve what you don’t 
eat now. It’s worth the 
effort — for you and your 
family, and for the hard-
working local farmers who 
never take a day off from 
feeding their communities.

Support Local Farmers

Spending Gluttony Is Washington’s Sin

ONLINE POLL
Answer at www.theintelligencer.net

Today’s poll: Should the Wheeling Suspension Bridge 
ever reopen to vehicular traffic?    

Tomorrow: Will an opportunity to get younger children 
vaccinated have a major impact on COVID-19 numbers?

Yes: 51% No: 49%

Words have no meaning; 
they are malleable and subject 
to change at the whim of the 
powerful. Today, Black people 
could be called “white suprem-
acists,” Jews could be called 
“Nazis” and scientists could 
be called “anti-science.” The 
reason is obvious. It is because 
these people, and many others, 
dare to deviate from the worl-
dviews of the powerful. These 
words, which are used against 
political enemies of the power-
ful, have no meaning; they are 
simply badges. They are badg-
es that we place on those we 
disagree with so that they can 
be identified in a crowd, pulled 
to the side and reeducated or 
expelled by society.

For too long, Big Tech has 
controlled what we say by im-
printing into the minds of the 
masses a certain worldview. 
They have silenced dissenters 
and outcast those who dare 
to disagree. The very notion 
that a company would hire 
“fact-checkers” to fact-check 
private speech is outrageous. 

It is as if these private compa-
nies have crept into our homes, 
placed monitors on our minds 
and filtered our thoughts.

Did we need fact-checkers 
to end the thousand-year idea 
that slavery was “natural,” as 
Aristotle said? Did we need 
fact-checkers to guide our 
Founding Fathers’ hands in 
writing our Constitution? No. 
What we needed was the nat-
ural, unfiltered flow of ideas 
from one person to another. In 
the past, the free flow of ideas 
was at full throttle. Rational 
thought spread like wildfire 
without the need of social me-
dia. Irrational thought died 
with the few patrons who con-
sumed it. Of course, people dis-
agreed and some even became 
violent, but a person’s right 
to open their lips and unleash 
volumes of unique ideas upon 
their neighbors should never be 
stifled by the vitriol that their 
thoughts could create.

Today, speech is reserved for 
the powerful few. Any thought 
that deviates from their mes-

sage is met with 
swift, unrelent-
ing punishment, 
now known as 
“cancellation.” 
Too often we 
hear of individ-
uals having their 
lives destroyed 
by seemingly 
innocuous acts 
that can hardly 
be said to be representative of 
them. But atop a throne, it is 
easy to step on ants. Each day 
brings new ants for the power-
ful few to step on. 

Labels make it easy to de-
stroy people. If one is labeled 
as “anti-vaccine,” for example, 
that labeler need not say why 
that person is anti-vaccine. In-
stead, the person labeled will 
have the burden of proving 
that they are not anti-vaccine. 
How can they prove this, might 
you ask? They can’t. That is 
because the label means what-
ever each individual wants it to 
mean and, most importantly, 
what the powerful entity that 

labels the person tells everyone 
what the word should mean.

I fully support the COVID-19 
vaccine; I have stated that pub-
licly before. So then why am I 
constantly labeled as “anti-vac-
cine?” The answer is obvious: 
“Anti-vaccine” does not mean 
that one is against the use of 
vaccines. It means that you do 
not fully support studies that 
support the vaccine. It does not 
even matter that other credible 
sources have differing opinions 
from those other sources. 

Despite our society’s heavy 
reliance on dictionaries, it 
seems we would save far more 
time and be far more success-
ful using definitions of our 
own. After all, if words had 
concrete definitions, then how 
could Merriam-Webster define 
“anti-vaccine” as “opposed 
to the use of vaccines” while 
I, and many others who sup-
port the COVID-19 vaccine, 
continue to be branded as “an-
ti-vaccine?”

It is true what they say: “He 
who controls language controls 

thought.” 
We should all continue to 

express our thoughts honestly, 
unfiltered and uninhibited; I 
know I will. Of course, I urge 
you to conduct your own re-
search to determine for your-
self whether something that 
someone says is true. After 
all, what another person says 
could be wrong, but it is not 
a stranger’s nor a “fact-check-
er’s” job to tell you that. It is 
your job to look at the facts, 
connect the dots and come to 
your own conclusions. You 
certainly might get it wrong; 
we all do because we are hu-
man. But at the end of the day, 
right will always prevail from 
wrong, the truth will overcome 
falsities and good will triumph 
over evil. 

I will never shut my eyes, 
cover my ears nor cut out my 
tongue to appease others, and 
nor should you. Your natural 
right to speak will prevail over 
any evildoer’s attempt to si-
lence you. 

Just keep talking.

Armstrong 
Williams


