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And all those loving acts express to those 

who have so much less that they are wel-

come, that their need is visible to us all. 

Our volunteers who choose to do the un-

expected...drive guests to jobs, assist in 

filling our applications, buying minutes for 

phones, accompanying to appointments, 

visiting the hospitalized ...all are acts of 

love. 

And those who did the unexpected are 

examples of love. The First Presbyterian 

Church‟s “Community of Joy” opened their 

doors for warmth and hospitality when all 

other doors were closed.  So did Kate, our 

neighbor, whose home welcomed many 

for warmth, food and companionship. Dr. 

Mercer and his band of medical profes-

sionals chose to visit on weekends and 

minister to the sick. Northwood Health 

By John Moses 

“Lord, make me an instrument of your 

peace!” 

This is the beginning line of a prayer at-

tributed to St. Francis. It speaks reverently 

to the loving acts of the many people of 

the Ohio Valley towards the poor and 

homeless. 

The daily parade of people sharing cloth-

ing and shoes, and bedding to ensure 

their brothers and sisters were warm and 

dry is an act of love. The chefs in their 

kitchens cooking and baking to offer nour-

ishment and hospitality are acts of love. 

Those who opened their wallets and 

checkbooks for the unmet needs of our 

165 guests this winter were acts of love. 
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The Wheels of  Love Keep On Turning 
Systems did the same for those 

struggling with addictions and men-

tal health needs.  

When I think of the students from 

over a dozen schools who wanted 

to reach out with their clothing, 

food, and money drives, I am over-

whelmed. When I think of all the 

parishioners of over 30 faith-based 

communities and groups, I know we 

are blessed. 

You, my friends, are the spokes in 

the wheel of the Winter Freeze 

Shelter. But as a Chinese philoso-

pher once said, “We join together in 

a wheel, but it is the center hole 

that makes the wagon move…” and 

I submit to you that the center is 

filled with much love. 

The Novotneys: Soup becomes Love 

 

Michelle, Michael and Steve Novotney spent 

their Sundays, 18 of them, this winter mak-

ing soup for the Winter Freeze Shelter.  

     Steve is a modest man. He has told the 

story of how he started making soup to feed 

the homeless guests at the Winter Freeze 

Shelter on the air and online at wee-

lunk.com http://weelunk.com/soup-

good-food-homeless-yss-winter-freeze-

shelter/.We talked with Steve about this. 

Six years ago, Steve saw a man picking 

through his garbage. Steve said this about 

the homeless man. 

“He found a pizza box that I had put out, sev-

eral days before. He was going to eat the left-

over pizza in it. I didn‟t want anyone to get 

sick from that.” 

     Steve went up and introduced himself and 

asked the man his name, “When I did that 

his eyebrows were going toward the sky, but 

that‟s what I do. I‟m not a „hey, you‟ kind of 

guy.” The homeless gentleman‟s name was 

Stanley, but as is true of many living on the 

street, he was used to being unseen and 

nameless. 

Steve invited Stanley into his house, and 

made him a sandwich. Stanley said that he 

Continued on page 2 
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Thank you for your support of  the Winter Freeze Shelter! 

was staying down the street at the Win-

ter Freeze Shelter. Steve Novotney had 

a conversation with John Moses and 

offered that his family would make soup 

once a week. 

   River City has opened the doors of its 

commercially-licensed kitchen for this 

effort. Michelle, his wife, runs errands 

to gather ingredients on Friday and Sat-

urday. Steve walks down to River City 

early Sunday morning to start making 

the stock. He carries two backpacks 

with him, one with stock making items 

and the second one with his work. Once 

the stock is simmering, he sits down 

and works. Michelle and son Michael 

arrive around eleven, and the soup-

making commences.  

   All of the ingredients for each soup 

are natural. The stock is made fresh 

and the Novotney  family spends all day 

to prepare 7-8 gallons. This is more 

than cooking, this is family time as well. 

They have a bowl of that day‟s labor of 

love and prepare its delivery to  the Win-

ter Freeze guests. The soup might be 

Chicken Tortellini, Kill the Chill Chili, or 

Chicken Cheese Tortilla Soup or another 

one of his great recipes. 

   The Novotney family doesn‟t think what 

they are doing is special. “It‟s something 

that needs to be done” Steve adds. 

   When asked about why they choose to 

do this, Steve‟s reply is simple, and mod-

est. “We want to be part of the solution. 

The question you have to ask yourself is 

what part of the puzzle can you be? This 

is what we can do, but everyone can do 

something.” 

   Do something—we have heard that 

before. We will hear it again.  

   Thanks to Michelle, Michael, and Steve 

Novotney and to those who support them 

and their soup-making—Miklas Meat 

Market and Shane Mallet for being a 

piece of the puzzle that is the Winter 

Freeze Shelter. 

 

“It‟s not the ingredients, 

it‟s the love that goes 

into making the soup.“ 

The Novotneys  from page 1 

Winter Freeze Soup Social 2015 
Chris Mullet, Executive Director of the Clarksburg Mission with 

Rhonda Lindsey, Deputy Director of the Clarksburg-Harrison Region-

al Housing Authority joined us on March 19 at the Winter Freeze 

Soup Social.  They shared their work with Clarksburg‟s homeless 

people. 

As part of the National 100,000 Homes Campaign, Chris and Rhon-

da worked with dedicated people in Clarksburg to house their 

chronically homeless people. Fourteen months into their work, 42 

men and women are now in permanent housing with support.   

They encouraged those attending to keep working and vowed to be 

a resource for us.  

“We still have people who are without homes, but we do not have 

anyone sleeping under bridges anymore. You can do this too, 

Wheeling.” Chris said.  

Greg Smith from Christ United Methodist Church spoke about how 

their congregation was made stronger from their work with the Win-

ter Freeze Shelter. 

Ed Nolan from Northwood Health Systems talked about the dedicat-

ed overnight volunteers for the Winter Freeze Shelter guests. 

 

Chris Mullet with Rhonda Lindsey speaking at the Soup Social 



Thanks to the Giving Community for making the  

Winter Freeze Shelter Ministry Possible ! 

Overnight 

 Volunteers 

Kelley Adams 

John Alonzo 

Lisa Armes 

Kathy Blazier 

Joni Blum 

Daniel Blum 

Jocelyn Carlson 

Matt Collins 

Colton Davis 

Devin Davis 

Chris Dean 

Shannon Deskins 

Marleah Donahie 

Jazmine Domonski 

George Elson 

Bill Falduto 

Mickie Hall 

Breanna Hanson 

Derek Haught 

Steve Howe 

Colin Hines 

Scierra Hill 

Mike Iafrate 

Jrentay Irvin 

Sam Jacovetty 

Michael Joseph 

Vicki Joseph 

Kaytlyn Lanning 

Lori Lutes 

Brittney Matthews 

Dajaia Mayfield 

Rob & Molly McCoid 

Lynn McElvany 

Elizabeth McTaggart 

Jim Moses 

John Moses 

Sarah Moses 

Bob Myers 

Ed Nolan 

Shane Palmer 

Scott Pelley 

Matthew Porter 

Patience Price 

Pastor Joel Richter 

Paula Riethmiller 

Lacey Salmons 

Raymond Salmons 

Jamie Sanney 

Virginia Shelhammer 

Nancy Silverio 
Zhanterra Smith 

Loretta Tingier 

Rob Vani 

Andy Vdovjak 

John Warnick 

Leonard Wellman 

Tonya Woody 

 

 

Donors 
Churches, Groups &  

Businesses 

A.D. Baker Homes, Inc. 

Advanced Lock & Security 

AARP Chapter 824 

American Legion Post 28 

American Legion Auxiliary Post 28 

Appalachian Outreach, Inc. 

Anonymous 

Ash Avenue Church of God 

Avenue Eats 

Belmont Fiber Guild 

Belmont Savings Bank 

Bethel Presbyterian Church 

C & C Market Research 

Cabela’s 

Center-McMechen Elementary School 

Central Catholic High School 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Christ United Methodist Church & New 
Covenant Unit & King Unit 

Christian Fellowship Foundation 

Church of the Nazerene, Moundsville 

Clearview CEOS Club 

Cub Scouts Pack 91 

Dominican Sisters of Peace 

Eastern States Packaging 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 

Elm Grove Elementary Clothes Closet 

Elm Grove United Methodist Church 

Elm Grove Women’s Club 

Enterprise Car Rental 

Environmental Protection Agency 

First Christian Church 

First Presbyterian Church, Moundsville 

First Presbyterian Church, Wheeling 

Fourth Street United Methodist Church 

Girl Scout Troop 1119 

Grim Reapers M.C. 

Hampton Inn & Suites, Highlands 

Hampton Inn, Wheeling 

Henderson Chapel AME Church 

Hess Family Foundation 

House of the Carpenter 

Indian Creek Southern Baptist Church 

Jebbia’s Market 

Later Alligator 

Latter Day Saints Relief Society 

Limestone Presbyterian Church 

Linsly School, English Dept. 

Little Caesar’s Pizza 

Living Word Church 

Miklas Meat Market 

Morning Star Baptist Church 

Ohio County CEOS 

Ohio Valley Christian Soldiers 

Ohio Valley Roller Girls 

Our Lady of Peace School 

Papa John’s Pizza 

Panera Bread 

Prayer Hill Church of God 

Promised Land Compassionate Ministry 
Center 

Quaker Steak & Lube 

River City Ale Works 

Ronald C Mulholland Juvenile Center 

Roney’s Point United Presbyterian Church 

St. James/John School 

St. John’s Church 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

St. Michael’s Parish 

Saint Paul Evangelical Church 

St. Vincent DePaul Thrift Store 

Shaefer & Madama 

Sikora Montessori School 

Sisters of St. Joseph 

Sons of American Legion Squadron 28 

Soroptomist Women’s Club 

Soup Kitchen 

Steenrod Elementary Recycling Club 

Susan Eismon Bible Study 

Toastmasters WLU Chapter 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Tri State Petroleum 

Valley Cheese & Deli 

Vance Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Vineyard Church 

Vineyard Church Kids Adventure Group 

Warwood Christian Church 

Warwood United Methodist Church, UM 
Women 

WVNCC Regional Issues Club 

www.weelunk.com 

Wesbanco 

Wheeling Country Day School 

Wheeling Hospital Nursing Administration 

Wheeling Linen Company 

Wheeling-Nisshin, Inc. 

Wheeling Park High School 

Wheeling Treatment Center 

Wheeling Volkswagen-Subaru 

Williams Lea 

Youth Services System Transitional Living 

program participants 

 
Thanks 
to any-

one who 
we may 

have 
missed ! 



Thanks for all of your gifts—of time, of talent, and of treasure 

Individuals & families 
Anonymous 

David Ackermann 

Janet Allen 

Diane Altmon 

Stephanie Bailey 

Wayne Barte 

Carla Barris 

Kimberly Bartsch 

Shirley Biehl 

Janice Bellanca 

Jennifer Bennett 

Nancy Bischof 

Ed & Sally Bise 

Christy & Matt Bland 

William Blazier 

Bonnie Bonar 

Paul & Kathleen Boron 

Elizabeth Boso 

Chris Bowie 

Bob Brammer 

Jennifer Bennett 

Margaret Brennan 

Sally Briggs 

Joyce Britt 

Jenny Brown 

Rev. Berry Bullman 

Brian Burkle 

Garnell Butler 

Vicky Calissie 

Marilyn Campbell 

Karen Cappone 

Carl & Jacki Carenbauer 

Martha Carra 

Joan Carrigan 

Sister Mary Clark 

Gary & Mary Clegg 

Audrey E Ciripompa 

Roberta Coleman 

Sherry Collett 

Debra Combs 

Robert Conaway 

Michael & Peggy Contraguerro 

Patty Contraguerro 

Mary Cook 

Zac & Carrie Corbin 

Mark Costantini 

Barbara Cover 

Lyda Cox 

B. Crook 

David Cross 

David & Patty Cunningham 

Jean Dague 

Clara Ilene Davis 

Gina DeBlasis 

Gino Delbert 

Dave Denham 

Linn D’Cagna 

Christina Diehl 

William & Cynthia Dietrich 

Lindsay & Tommy Dobbs 

Rev. Mark Douglass 

Linda Dudash 

Pam & Dan Dudley 

Sherrie Dunlevy 

Aylssa Duplaga 

Stephanie Dzinglski 

Charlotte Eaton 

CE & Sharen Elher 

Carl Eller 

Trisha Elliott 

Bobby Evans 

Ed Evonko 

Heather Farmer 

Lloyd & Margo Faulkner 

Debbie Feenerty 

Tammy Feiock 

Megan Ferda 

Pat Ferrick 

Rachel Ferrise 

Joe & Gretchen FIgaretti 

Sharon Welch Filberto 

Carol Findley 

Bill & Emily Fisher 

Brenda & Dave Flaker 

Linda & Rick Foose 

Bud Forte 

Audrey & Roger Foster 

Denise Fowler 

Holly Fox 

Peter Fox 

Charlene Frazier 

Donn Free 

Jaantja Freeman 

Jayne Freeman 

Tina Friday 

James Gaston 

Tess & Tom Gaudino 

Bill George 

Jonette Giovengo 

Michelle Gorby 

William Hal Gorby 

Rosemarie Griffith 

Katrine Gutman 

Mitch Haddad 

Mary & Jim Haftman-
Dailer 

Buddy & Carol Haglock 

Sharon Hall 

Susan Hardman 

Kim & Dave Harmon 

Jennifer Harris 

Mary Harrison 

Rose Hart 

Bonnie Hartley 

Irene Harvey 

Derek Haught 

Karen Haught 

Sharon Hawkins 

Julieanne Hawthorne 
Szymailis 

Rhonda Hayes 

Sherry & Bill Hearne 

Wuela Heceta 

Becki & Scott Hedrick 
Kathleen Heller 

Patricia J Hendershot 

Kim Henderson 

Elisa Hickman 

Andrea Hicks 

Jackie Hicks 

Heather Hines-Geisel 

Wendy Hinderman 

Bob Hitchman 

Sylvia S. Hoffman 

Liz Hofreuter-Landini 

Susan & Bill Hogan 

Mitch & Patty Holmes 

Nancy M. Holt 

William Holt 

Mike Howell 

Terry L. Hubbard 

Taylor Hughes 

Fred J. Hunter 

Drew Ice 

Karen Jarrett 

Pam Jeffers 

Rose Jeffers 

Ed & Mary Jo Jepson 

Karen John 

Larry Johnson 

Pastor Mitch Johnson 

Dick & Cheryl Jones 

Debbie Joseph 

Delores Joseph 

Emily Kaniecki 

Terri Kay 

Diana Kemp 

Tina Kemp 

Phillip Kendall 

Rebecca Kimmons 

Carol Kinder 

Everett King 

Robert & Barbara Kinnick 

Nancy Kish 

Nikki Kiger 

Lloyd & Amy Klages 

Rev. Kline 

Yvonne & Mary Klug 

Jeff Knierim 

Chuck Knight 

Heidi Kossuth 

Robert & Andrea Koteles 

Kristina Kramer 

Tammy Kruse 

Nancy LaBrosse 

Peggy Laing 

Rev. Cheryl Lawson 

Stacey Lewis 

Delores Lough 

Paula Lucas 

Michelle Lucarelli 

Robin Mahonen 

Gina Maietta 

Rene Marchese 

Kim Maroney & family 

Donna Martin 

Greg & Lisa Mar-
quartButch Maxwell 

Steve & Carol Mazure 

Robert McAninich & 
Shirley Barte 

Virginia McCardle 

Robert McCoid 

Betty McCoy 

Michele McFadden 

Sue McFadden 

Janet McKain 

Gina Maietta 

Shane Mallett 

Mary L. Maxwell 

Diana Melro 

Ellie Metz 

Diana & Mark Mey 

Pastor Adam Mick 

Debbie Miller 

Jason Miller 

Joan Miller 

Shirley Miller 

Barbara & Mele Mistovich 

Peter A. Mollica 

Kelley & Lynn  Moore 

Sherry Morgan 

Sally Morris 

Sophia Moses 

Jerry Mulhern 

Richard S Mullen 

Brandi Murray 

Connie Murray 

Janie Murray 

Betty Myers 

Carl & Desiree Myers 

Paula Nare 

Paulette Neininger 

Raymond & Patricia Nepa 

Rev. Willie Nevels 

Jane Neuenschwander 

Ed Nolan 

Michelle, Michael  & Ste-
ve Novotney 

Joan Nugent 

Robert Ochsenbein 

Darin & Jenny O’Dell 

Jill Park 

Harold & Debbie Pickens 

Barbara Piko 

Sandy Pell 

Kelly Pettit 

Patricia Pockl 

Thomas Poe 

Melissa Potocnik 

Tony Provenzano 

Delores Pytlik 

Peter Radackovich 

Marilyn Rasz 

Roberta Raymond 

Judi Ream 

Nancy Redford 

Anne Ricci 

Janet Richardson 

Kim Roberts 

Ali Robinson 

Anne Robinson 

Loretta Roman 

Jodie Rose 

Nina Rosenthal 

Janet Roset 

Michelle Runkle 

Lacey Salmons 

Bill & Chris Sampson 

Bill & Linda Sandiford 

Lora Kaye Santorine 

Jennifer & Chuck Sapp 

Becky Schilling-Rodocker 

Susie Schmidt 

Julia Sheets 

Ralph Sheldon 

Virginia Shelhammer 

J Siebert 

Paula Sikora 

Mike and Nancy Skiba 

Sue Slaven 

Amanda Smith 

Brian Smith 

Sandra Smith 

Pastor Sean Smith 

Tammy Smith 

Wayne & Carolyn Smith 

Tammy Smurthwaite 

Nelson & Joan Sobutka 

Lori Spadafore 

Nancy Spillers 

Nancy & Charles Spohn 

Barbara Steele 

Betty Stern 

Bettyann Stewart 

Nancy Stewart 

Woody Stewart 

June Straub 

Ed Streski 

Brenda Stupak 

Carmela Szymialas 

Naomi Taylor 

Vivian Taylor 

Michael Tenley 

Tracey Turani 

Sherry Van Scyoc 

Dianna M. Vargo 

Chris Villamagna 

Kristy Villani 

Ronald D. Vogler 

Becky Walters 

Lloyd & Margaret Walker 

John Warnick 

Tina Warnock 

David Weaver 

Dawn Weidman 

John & Judy Weitzel 

Ross & Courtney Wells 

Lisa Werner 

Cora & Paul West 

Rev. Tim Wilt 

Jody Wharton 

Imogene Whifford 

Mark Whitehouse 

Jennifer L. Wildpret 

Jane Wilson 

Lora L Wilson-Conner 

Tom & Pat Wood 

Marsha Woods 

Betty June Wymer 

Bill and Mary Beth Yaeger 

Nikkol, Herbie, Jacob & David 
Zanes 

John Ziegler 
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Nightly Meals, Chefs, & Food Donors 

 

 

 

Avenue Eats, Phillip Kendall 

Marilyn Campbell 

Lindsay and Tom Dobbs 

Gretchen Figaretti 

First Christian Church, Jane Freeman 

Holly Fox 

Peter Fox 

Tina Friday 

Irene Harvey 

Karen Haught 

Elisa Hickman 

Pam Jeffers 

Chuck Knight 

Tammy Kruse 

Shane Mallett 

Renee Marchese 

Pastor Adam Mick 

Miklas Meat Market, David & Laura Rotriga 

Ed Nolan 

Michelle, Michael & Steve Novotney 

Panera Bread 

Papa John’s Pizza, Richard Swisher 

Prayer Hill Church of God, Judi Ream 

Quaker Steak & Lube, Mike Howell 

Ronald C. Mulholland Juvenile Center, Dottie Marling 

River City Ale Works, Jason Miller 

Soup Kitchen, Becky Shilling-Rodocker 

Soroptomist Women’s Club, Sandy Pell 

John Warnick 

Lloyd & Margaret Walker  

Warwood Christian Church 

Mark Whitehouse 

YSS Transitional Living  

Program youth 

Herbie, Nikkol, David & Jacob Zanes 

On the right, Pastor Mike Ream with Judi Ream and other Prayer Hill volunteers 

Andy  Vdovjak, center with the light on him, Marleah Donahie and children 

Ed Nolan , standing, 

shares  the experiences 

of Winter Freeze Shelter 

volunteers 

Prayer Hill Church of God youth: top row, from the left  Noah, Windy, Kaci, Bobby, bottom row, 

left , Nic, Dylan,  Nate. 

On the left, John Moses with 

David Contraguerro, center, 

and Michael  Contraguerro. Sr. 
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Inspiring Success for Young People 

WE’RE ON THE WEB: 

WWW.YOUTHSERVICESSYSTEM.ORG 

When Michelle, Michael and 

Steve Novotney are making 

their soups at River City, 

they have collaborators.  

Shane Mallet has known 

Steve for many years and he 

was more than happy to 

donate groceries for the 

Novotney family‟s act of 

love. “I like being able to do 

things for people who are 

less fortunate. I know where 

it is going, it‟s local and a 

great effort too.” Shane 

adds, “I can‟t imagine the 

fear that people feel living 

on the streets.” 

As a customer of the Miklas 

Meat Market, Steve got to 

know Dave and Laura Rotri-

ga. The Rotrigas like to be 

able to donate, and over 

time, they and Steve have 

talked about the causes that 

matter to them.  Laura says that 

it is good to have someone like 

Steve on your side. 

When the Novotney family de-

cided to help with the Winter 

Freeze Shelter. Dave asked how 

he could help. So the Miklas 

Meat Market began working 

with Steve to make sure he had 

the meat he needed. So, with 

Shane Mallett and Dave and 

Laura Rotriga‟s support, the 

Novotney family soup making  

effort has a strong foundation.   

Each was able to add a piece to 

the warm act of feeding the 

Winter Freeze Shelter guests.  

Laura says that Hines Rotriga is 

doing better. Hope For Hines 

has been the major focus for 

the Rotriga family. Laura thanks 

everyone for their prayers and 

support for him.  

The wheel keeps turning in the 

Ohio Valley, and the fuel is love. 

Making a Difference 

 

Winter Freeze Shelter 2015-16 

December 15, 2015—March 15, 

2016 


