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COVID Cases Increasing Among Children
From STAFF REPORTS
WHEELING — As the 

weekly number of new 
COVID-19 cases in Ohio 
County jumped yet again Mon-
day, hospitals around West Vir-
ginia are straining against that 
rise in cases at crisis levels.

The Wheeling-Ohio County 
Health Department announced 

Monday that, between Sept.12 
and Monday, there have been 
249 new cases reported in the 
county. That’s a significant in-
crease from the 194 announced 
in the previous weekly report. 

COVID cases also are going 
up among children. Ohio Coun-
ty had 98 new positives among 
children under 18 years old. 

That’s up from the 75 new cas-
es among children in the previ-
ous weekly report.

The department also reported 
one new COVID-related death. 

In the latest weekly report, 
WOCHD announced that there 
are 68 cases of the delta vari-
ant in the county, along with 86 
cases of the alpha variant and 

two cases of the gamma variant.
According to the Department 

of Health and Human Resourc-
es COVID-19 dashboard, there 
have been 3,976 confirmed 
cases, 1,454 probable cases and 
93 related deaths in Ohio Coun-
ty since the pandemic began.
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James Hoyer, leader of the state 
joint interagency vaccine task 
force, looks on during a Monday 
COVID-19 briefing.

State Acts 
To Assist 
Hospitals
Task Force Created 
As Beds Filling Up 

Cuts For The Community
Barbers Donate 
Time, Talents In 
Teen’s Memory

By JOSELYN KING
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Local hair 
stylists offered their time and sup-
plies and provided free haircuts 
Monday in memory of a Wheeling 
youth who died tragically.

About 50 people were sched-
uled to turn out for the trims, 
which took place throughout the  
afternoon Monday at the Youth 
Services System offices at the 
Hazel-Atlas Building in East 
Wheeling.

The haircuts were a public ser-
vice program organized by Amer-
icorps-VISTA volunteer Shelby 
Fluharty for YSS.

She was inspired by the story of 
Caleb Smail, a 19-year-old who 
was murdered in January 2019 
during a robbery. Monday would 
have been Smail’s 22nd birthday.

“My initial thought was to do 
a free haircutting for the commu-
nity,” Fluharty explained. “We 
ended up tying the haircutting 
with Jen Stricklin, who is Caleb 
Smail’s girlfriend’s mother.”

The haircut project then part-
nered with the Caleb Smail Kind-
ness Project.

Stricklin, a beautician at the 
Posh salon, was among those 
donating their time and talent 
Monday. She was joined by Chad 
Stradwick of Stradwick’s Fade 
Cave, Luke Steed of Stallion 
Cutz, Mandy Ware of Posh, and 
Sandi Bernosky of Classic Cou-
ture Hair and Nail.

Photo by Joselyn King

Perry McMasters, seated, gets a haircut from Chad Stradwick of Stradwick’s Fade Cave in 
Wheeling. Youth Services System and Americorps-Vista volunteer Shelby Fluharty orga-
nized the effort for free haircuts, which were donated by local stylists in memory of Caleb 
Smail, a local teen who died tragically in January 2019. Monday would have been Smail’s 
22nd birthday.(Please see Cuts, Page 3)

By STEVEN ALLEN ADAMS
For The Intelligencer

CHARLESTON — As hospi-
tals continue to fill with patients 
suffering from severe COVID-19 
symptoms, West Virginia Gov. 
Jim Justice announced Monday a 
new task force aimed specifical-
ly at helping hospitals avoid ra-
tioning health care.

Justice met with state health 
and COVID-19 response officials 
Monday morning for a breakfast at 
the Governor’s Mansion. Speak-
ing Monday afternoon during his 
COVID-19 briefing, Justice said 
the result of that morning meeting 
was a new task force.

The task force is called Saving 
Our Care, a play on the Saving Our 
Wisdom program that focused on 
vaccinating the state’s older popu-
lation and those in long-term care 
facilities. Saving Our Care will 
focus on keeping hospitals and 
nursing homes from being over-
topped with COVID-19 patients 
and limiting access to healthcare 
for other ailments.

“Saving Our Care is our hospi-
tals and nursing homes,” Justice 
said. “They are absolutely getting 
ready or at the peak of this, being 
tasked to the limit and in many 
situations maybe with nowhere 
to turn...we are going to step in, 
and we’re going to do that exactly 
right now.”

By STEVEN 
ALLEN ADAMS

For The Intelligencer
CHARLESTON — Af-

ter already approving a 
surcharge to help fund im-
provements at three coal-
fired power plants, including 
the Mitchell Power Plant in 
Marshall County, the West 
Virginia Public Service 
Commission is taking public 

comment as the power com-
panies seek to reopen the 
case and seek a larger sur-
charge.

The commission sched-
uled a public comment period 
from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. Friday 
at its offices in Charleston 
in a reopened case regarding 
improvements to the Mitchell 
Power Plant, the John Amos 
Power Plant in Putnam Coun-

ty and the Mountaineer Power 
Plant in Mason County. An 
evidentiary hearing also will 
take place at 9:30 a.m. Friday.

The PSC approved a cer-
tificate of convenience and 
necessity requested by Appa-
lachian Power and Wheeling 
Power in August. 

PSC Will Accept Comments On 
Electric Rate Increase Request

Murder Investigation ContinuesPolice 
respond to 

the scene of 
a murder 
Friday on 

South Fra-
zier Avenue 

in Mozart. 
A 35-year-
old Wheel-

ing man 
has been 
charged 

with killing 
41-year-old 

Anorah 
Schostag.

Photo by 
Shelley 
Hanson

By ALAN OLSON
Staff Writer

WHEELING — New details have 
emerged in the homicide case against 
William Ross Carman, who is ac-
cused of killing Anorah Schostag 
Friday afternoon.

According to police records, police 
doing a wellness check around 2 p.m. 
Friday found Schostag, 41 of Wheel-
ing, upstairs at 8 Frazier Run Road, 
where she was declared dead at the 
scene. Police say Schostag suffered “a 
large, deep wound to her neck and a 
large wound to her chest.” 

Police Chief Shawn Schwertfeger 
was the one to make contact with 
Carman, who was seen walking 

through the front yard. Carman, 35, 
of Wheeling, with no address on re-
cord, was apprehended after a brief 
pursuit.

Eyewitnesses say Carman left the 
house at the same time police entered, 
and that no one else was seen leaving 
the house in the meantime. Carman 
was taken to the hospital afterward, 
with injuries to his hand and neck, ac-
cording to the report. His socks, pants 
and shirt were covered in what was 
suspected to be blood, according to 
police.

Police also spoke with a woman 
who gave an account of events. 

(Please see Children, Page 6)

(Please see Assist, Page 6)

(Please see Increases, 
Page 3)

(Please see Investigation, Page 8)

NOT LETTING UP
• The Wheeling-Ohio County 
Health Department reported 
249 new COVID-19 cases in 
its weekly update Monday —

 including 98 in residents 
under the age of 18.

 – Emmett Pepper

West Virginia 
customers ... 
would become the 
environmental 
compliance piggy
bank for customers 
in other states.”

‘
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BRENDA 
WILLIAMSON

Brenda Joann Wil-
liamson, 72, of Sisters-
ville, WV died peace-
fully Sunday, September 
19, 2021 at her home 
while surrounded by her 
family. 

Brenda was born May 
14, 1949 in New Mar-
tinsville, WV; daughter 
of the late Robert Earl and 
Elva (Reynolds) Smith. 

She was a homemaker, 
a caretaker to all, very 
active with the Mission 
work performed at the 
former New Martinsville 
Church of the Nazarene, 
taught Sunday school 
for many years, volun-
teer for the Open Door 
Ministry, loved buying 
Christmas gifts for her 
grandchildren, appreci-
ated her family, enjoyed 
singing and going to 
church and was a mem-
ber of the ACTS Char-
itable Mission in New 
Martinsville. 

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her broth-
er, Bradley Smith and 
two nephews, Robbie 
L. Moore and David R. 
DeVore. 

Surviving is her hus-
band of fifty-five years, 
Ronald Williamson; son, 
Rich (Cami) William-
son of New Martinsville, 
WV; daughter, Tammy 
(David) Coe of New 
Martinsville, WV; three 
brothers, Robert (Elea-
nor) Smith, Jr. of New 
Martinsville, WV, Garry 
(Sandy) Smith of Proc-
torville, OH and Joey 
(Denise) Smith of New 
Martinsville, WV; four 
sisters, Donna Yoho of 
Sistersville, WV, Carol 
Moore of New Martins-
ville, WV, Debbie (Dale) 
Murphy of Sardis, OH 
and Chari Lynch of New 
Martinsville, WV; five 
grandchildren; five great 
grandchildren and sever-
al nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

Friends received noon 
until time of service at 2 
p.m., Wednesday, Sep-
tember 22, 2021 at the 
ACTS Charitable Mis-
sion, Main Street, New 
Martinsville.  Burial to 
follow in Greenlawn Me-
morial Park in New Mar-
tinsville.  Arrangements 
entrusted to Jarvis-Wil-
liams Funeral Home in 
New Martinsville. 

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to 
Journey Hospice, 314 
S Wells St., Sistersville, 
WV 26175 or ACTS 
Charitable Mission, 400 
North Main St., New 
Martinsville, WV 26155. 

Expression of sympa-
thy may be made www.
j a r v i s f u n e r a l h o m e s .
com

DONNA HELMS
Donna “Christine” 

Helms, age 70, of 
Moundsville, WV, died 
on Sunday, September 
19, 2021, peacefully 
at home, surrounded by 
family.

Christine was born in 
Clarksburg, WV, on Sep-
tember 26, 1950, and 
was the daughter of Don-
nie and Lucy Stout.

She graduated from 
Moundsville High School 
and was married on July 
5, 1968; Christine was 
a loving matriarch of her 
family for decades. She 
lived an exemplary life 
of quiet service to others 
and dutiful hard work as 
a devoted wife, moth-
er, grandmother, great- 
grandmother, sister, aunt 
and Christian. Christine 
was a member of the Cor-
nerstone Church of God 
and was known for her 
sharp sense of humor and 
affinity for tiny animals, 
especially chihuahuas and 
hummingbirds. She was 
dearly loved and will be 
greatly missed by so many.

Christine was preced-
ed in death by her sister, 
Darlene Baird. 

She is survived by her 
loving husband of 53 
years, William Helms 
Sr.; son William Helms 
Jr. (Jeanette); daughter 
Kellie Crow (Todd); sis-
ter, Phyllis Pyles (Ron); 
sister-in-law Jean Ann 
Chambers (Ron); grand-
children; great-grand-
children and nephews.

A private memorial 
service will be held at the 
family’s convenience. 
“These things I have spo-
ken unto you, that in me 
ye might have peace. In 
the world ye shall have 
tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have over-
come the world.” –John 
16:33 

Arrangements en-
trusted to Grisell Funer-
al Home & Crematory, 
Moundsville.

Sympathy expressions 
at grisellfuneralhomes. 
com

FRANCES 
KINLEY

Frances “Fran” Napo-
leone Kinley of Cranber-
ry Township, PA, passed 
away unexpectedly in her 
home on September 17, 
2021. 

Left to cherish her 
memory are her husband 
of 41 years, Mark Kin-
ley; daughter, Melissa 
Aretz (Ian Aretz), grand-
children, Morgan (8), 
Duke (6); daughter, Jes-
sica Kinley, grandchild 
Leo (2); and many cher-
ished family and friends.

Frances was born on 
October 31, 1956. She 
grew up in Coraopolis, 
PA, the daughter of the 
late Josephine and Otello 
Napoleone.

Frances was self-em-
ployed as a vocational 
expert for the Social Se-
curity Administration for 
more than 30 years. She 
obtained her Bachelor’s 
and Master’s degrees 
from the Pennsylvania 
State University. She 
then helped her husband 
through law school at the 
University of Pittsburgh.

Frances was a leader 
and organizer, constantly 
involved in community 
activities. She was de-
voted to her family and 
friends, and her greatest 
passion was spending 
time with her grandchil-
dren. Fran was a beauti-
ful and lively person who 
loved to have fun and 
talk. She always made 
time for others. She will 
be greatly missed by all 
whose lives she touched.

Friends and family will 
be received from noon to 
2 p.m. and from 4-6 p.m. 
on Tuesday, September 
21, 2021 at the Boylan- 
Glenn-Kildoo Funeral 
Home & Cremation Svcs., 
Inc., 130 Wisconsin Ave./
P.O. Box 2155, Cranberry 
Twp., PA 16066.

A Blessing Service 
will be held at 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, September 
22, 2021 at the funeral 
home.

Memorial donations 
may be made in her honor 
to The Children’s Home 
of Wheeling, Inc., 14 Or-
chard Road, Wheeling, 
WV 26003-6654,  
www.chowinc.org.

Expressions of sympa-
thy may be shared with 
the family at www. boy-
lanfuneralservices.com.

SHAWN RAMSAY
Shawn McKinney 

Ramsay, 40, of Pow-
hatan Point, Ohio died 
September 14, 2021 in 
Wheeling Hospital.

She was born April 5, 
1981 in Gettysburg, Pa., 
the daughter of James 
McKinney II and Sandra 
Clabaugh McKinney.

Shawn was a case su-
pervisor at the Augusta 
Levy Learning Center and 
at the Switzerland of Ohio 
Schools. She was a mem-
ber of the Monroe County 
Autism Awareness Com-
mittee, D.G South Hills 
Sorority and the Miracle 
League of the Upper Ohio 
Valley.  Her favorite teams 
were the Baltimore Ori-
oles and the JMU Dukes. 
Shawn was a constant stu-
dent, always learning. She 
loved animals, enjoyed 
crafting and painting, had a 
desire to make sure every-
one had a place to fit in, but 
most of all loved spending 
time with her family.

She was preceded in 
death by her grandfathers, 
Raymond Clabaugh,  Earl 
Weaver, and James McK-
inney, a grandmother, 
Shirley McKinney; Un-
cle Terry McKinney; and 
Cousin Corey McKinney.

In addition to her par-
ents, James (Cheryl Boy-
er-Gilligan) McKinney II 
and Sandra McKinney, 
she is survived by her lov-
ing husband of 14 years, 
Marty Ramsay; two chil-
dren, Tripp, and Eliza 
Ramsay; a brother, Duane 
(Rick) McKinney-Berry; 
niece Monica McKin-
ney; grandmother, Ar-
lene Weaver; aunt, Stacey 
Fehr; cousins, Jennie and 
Harley; Aunt Sue (Bri-
an) Trumpower; Cousin 
Andy (Amber) Trumpow-
er; Uncle Pat McKinney; 
Uncle Mike McKinney; 
cousin, Mark Howarth; 
mother and father-in-law, 
Cathy and Martin Ram-
say; a sister-in-law, Jes-
sica (Jeremy) Crawford; 
nephew and niece Aaron 
and Zoey; many other 
family and friends.

Family and friends will 
be received at Toothman 
Funeral Home in Ja-
cobsburg, Ohio on Friday, 
Sept. 24th from 4 – 7 
p.m. and again on Satur-
day, Sept. 25th from 5 
p.m. until time of service 
at 6 p.m. with Pastor Mi-
chael Kelley officiating.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be 
made by check to ALLC 
with note for the Shawn 
Ramsay Memorial Schol-
arship, c/o Agusta Levy 
Learning Center, 210 
Anthoni Ave., Wheeling, 
WV, 26003 or online at 
www. augustalevy.org 
also note that it goes to 
Shawn Ramsay Scholar-
ship. You also can give via 
Venmo@augusta- levy-1.

Pfizer: COVID-19 Vaccine Works In Children Ages 5-11
By LAURAN NEERGAARD 

AP Medical Writer
Pfizer said Monday its 

COVID-19 vaccine works for 
children ages 5 to 11 and that it 
will seek U.S. authorization for 
this age group soon — a key 
step toward beginning vaccina-
tions for youngsters.

The vaccine made by Pfizer 
and its German partner BioN-
Tech already is available for 
anyone 12 and older. But with 
kids now back in school and the 
extra-contagious delta variant 
causing a huge jump in pediat-
ric infections, many parents are 
anxiously awaiting vaccina-
tions for their younger children.

For elementary school-aged 

kids, Pfizer tested a much low-
er dose — a third of the amount 
that’s in each shot given now. 
Yet after their second dose, 
children ages 5 to 11 devel-
oped coronavirus-fighting an-
tibody levels just as strong as 
teenagers and young adults get-
ting the regular-strength shots, 
Dr. Bill Gruber, a Pfizer senior 
vice president, told The Associ-
ated Press. 

The kid dosage also proved 
safe, with similar or fewer tem-
porary side effects — such as 
sore arms, fever or achiness — 
that teens experience, he said. 

“I think we really hit the 
sweet spot,” said Gruber, who’s 
also a pediatrician.

Gruber said the companies 
aim to apply to the Food and 
Drug Administration by the 
end of the month for emergen-
cy use in this age group, fol-
lowed shortly afterward with 
applications to European and 
British regulators.

Earlier this month, FDA chief 
Dr. Peter Marks told the AP 
that once Pfizer turns over its 
study results, his agency would 
evaluate the data “hopefully in 
a matter of weeks” to decide if 
the shots are safe and effective 
enough for younger kids.

An outside expert said scien-
tists want to see more details but 
called the report encouraging.

“These topline results are 

very good news,” said Dr. 
Jesse Goodman of George-
town University, a former 
FDA vaccine chief. The lev-
el of immune response Pfizer 
reported “appears likely to be 
protective.”

Many Western countries so 
far have vaccinated no young-
er than age 12, awaiting evi-
dence of what’s the right dose 
and that it works safely. Cuba 
last week began immunizing 
children as young as 2 with its 
homegrown vaccines and Chi-
nese regulators have cleared 
two of its brands down to age 
3.

While kids are at lower risk 
of severe illness or death than 

older people, more than 5 mil-
lion children in the U.S. have 
tested positive for COVID-19 
since the pandemic began and 
at least 460 have died, accord-
ing to the American Academy 
of Pediatrics. Cases in children 
have risen as the delta variant 
swept through the country. 

“I feel a great sense of ur-
gency” in making the vaccine 
available to children under 12, 
Gruber said. “There’s pent-up 
demand for parents to be able 
to have their children returned 
to a normal life.”

Pfizer said it studied the low-
er dose in 2,268 kindergartners 
and elementary school-aged 
kids. 

Among those turning 
out were people from all 
walks of life, according to 
Fluharty and Betsy Beth-
el-McFarland, director of 
communications at YSS.

At least one customer 
was a child staying at the 
YSS emergency shelter, 
Bethel-McFarland said.

Others came thinking it 
was a fundraiser for YSS, 
and asked how they could 
donate.

“There were some peo-
ple from the community 
who benefited,” Fluharty 
said. “They were super 
grateful to be here, and 

were appreciative of the 
barbers who donated their 
time and supplies.”

Shannon Schramm of 
Triadelphia volunteers 
with YSS, and turned 
out to get “a little better 
look.”

“It was refreshing to 
find out they were doing 
something like this,” she 
said. “YSS does so many 
good things.”

Her twin sister, Sharon 
Ward, sat in the next chair 
getting a trim.

“I knew my sister was 
coming, and I wanted to 
come too,” she said.

The companies were 
seeking a 1.62% rate 
increase, 38 cents for 
customers using at least 
1,000 kilowatts per 
month, on electric con-
sumers to fund improve-
ments to Mitchell and the 
other plants to bring them 
in line with federal rules 
for wastewater and han-
dling coal ash. Total cost 
to West Virginia ratepay-
ers was $23.5 million.

However, a similar re-
quest made to the Ken-
tucky Public Service 
Commission (Kentucky 
Power owns half of the 
Mitchell plant) was de-
nied, while the Virginia 
State Corporation Com-
mission denied part of 
the request for cost recov-
ery for improvements to 
Amos and Mountaineer. 
As a result, the Public 
Service Commission in 
West Virginia granted a 
petition Sept. 9 by Appa-
lachian Power and Ken-
tucky Power to reopen 
the case it approved last 
month.

If the PSC grants the 
request of Appalachian 
Power and Wheeling 
Power approving its new 
rate recovery plan for 
the projects at the three 
plants, the cost for West 
Virginia ratepayers would 
increase from $23.5 mil-
lion to $48 million. The 
companies are asking the 
commission to rule on 
their request by Oct. 13 
when the companies must 
inform the state Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection whether they 
intend to keep the plants 
operating beyond 2028.

“Because (Virginia) did 
not approve cost recovery 
for the (effluent limita-
tion guidelines) compli-
ance work at Amos and 
Mountaineer, and (Ken-
tucky) did not approve 
ELG compliance work or 
cost recovery at Mitchell, 
the companies must seek 
recovery of the West Vir-
ginia and Virginia juris-

dictional costs (i.e., 100 
percent of the costs) of the 
ELG compliance work at 
Amos and Mountaineer, 
as well as the West Vir-
ginia and Kentucky juris-
dictional costs (i.e., 100 
percent of the costs) of the 
ELG compliance work at 
Mitchell, from this Com-
mission in order to pro-
ceed with the projects to 
allow all three plants to 
remain operational be-
yond 2028,” attorneys for 
Appalachian Power and 
Wheeling Power wrote in 
their petition.

Environmental groups 
and consumer advocates 
are calling for the Public 
Service Commission to 
reject the petition from the 
power companies. Em-
mett Pepper, counsel for 
West Virginia Citizen Ac-
tion Group, Solar United 
Neighbors and legal and 
policy director for Energy 
Efficient West Virginia, 
accused the companies of 
“unlawfulness, unjustness 
and unreasonableness” by 
forcing West Virginians 
to bear the total costs of 
the improvements.

“Rather than change 
course or develop a pro-
posal to retrofit only 
enough generating capaci-
ty to serve their West Vir-
ginia customers, the Com-
panies have come back 
to this Commission seek-
ing extraordinary relief,” 
Pepper wrote. “In other 
words, under the Compa-
nies’ request, West Vir-
ginia customers — who 
have already experienced 
a 150% increase in their 
electric rates over the past 
fifteen years — would be-
come the environmental 
compliance piggy bank for 
customers in other states.”

Pepper said the Oct. 13 
DEP deadline used by the 
power companies to push 
for an expedited decision 
from the PSC is merely a 
deadline to decide wheth-
er to retrofit the plants by 
the end of 2025 or retire 
the plants by 2028.

Defense Chief Orders New 
Review Of U.S. Drone Strike

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin has ordered 
a senior-level review of 
the investigation that 
found that 10 Afghan ci-
vilians, including seven 
children, were killed in an 
Aug. 29 U.S. drone strike 
in Kabul that the Pen-
tagon initially said had 
killed an Islamic State 
fighter. The reviewer is to 
consider whether any mil-
itary disciplinary action is 
warranted.

Pentagon spokesman 
John Kirby said Monday 
that Austin told the Air 
Force to appoint an offi-

cer at three- or four-star 
rank to review the Central 
Command investigation, 
which examined in detail 
the chronology of events 
leading to the tragedy. 
The main findings were 
that only Afghan civil-
ians were killed and that 
the U.S. military had been 
mistaken in its belief that 
the white Toyota Corolla 
it tracked for hours and 
then struck with a Hellfire 
missile was a valid threat.

Discrepancies be-
tween the military’s 
initial claims about the 
strike and findings on the 
ground quickly emerged. 
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